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TPD Offers Spring Break Tips to Students and Parents

Spring Break is right around
the corner and with the
Michigan winter coming to a
close, some fun in the sun is
way overdue. Spring break
can be a great time with
friends, but it can also turn
into a nightmare if you are
not careful. This month’s
newsletter will hopefully help
reduce the chances of your
or—your child’s—spring
break from turning into less
than a memorable time.

Booking Your Trip:
Some travel frauds are com-
mon, they include companies

and stress when planning
your spring trip. .

true—it probably is!
Double check dates on

adding extra fees that were e Research your destination your tickets.
not agregd. upon; Companies for the good and bad. o Pay with a credit card. If
not providing the accommo- ¢ Book with a company you the services you con-

dations they promised; and
worst case scenario: stu-
dents were sold packages
that did not exist and the
company disappeared with
the student’s money. There
are ways to prevent fraud

are familiar with or some-
one else has used. Confirm
reservations before leav-
ing.
e Get a written contract. .
o Always read the fine print.
o [f it seems too good to be

tracted for are not pro-
vided, you may not be
liable for the charge on
your card.

Avoid companies which
ask to redeem vouchers
or certificates.

Take Care of “Homework” Before Heading Out of Town

Securing your residence or

dormroom before leavingon e

vacation can help prevent .

any problems while you’re

away. Make sure you:

e Leave a light and radio on.

¢ Lock all windows/doors.

e Place a wooden rod inthe e
track of your sliding glass
door.

e Have a trusted friend or
neighbor collect your mail

and newspaper.

Lock up your bicycle.

Record the brand names

and serial numbers of your
bike, TV., stereo and com-
puter and keep them in a .
safe place.

If you have a car parked

on campus or at home, .
remove all valuables from

the interior and secure

them in the trunk or inside

your room. Make sure the
doors are locked and the
windows are all the way
up. If possible, park it un-
der good lighting.

Unplug unnecessary appli-
ances and other electronic
devices.

Do not leave a message on
your voice mail or answer-
ing machine stating you are
away.
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“Never allow
members of
your party to
leave alone

with strangers.”

Getting There: How to Get to Your Destination Safely

Unfortunately, some people prey on tour-

ists. Be careful what you sign up for or who

you trust when going on spring break. Espe-
cially in other countries where the laws are
different. Follow these tips while traveling:

e Travel with someone you know and trust,
and preferably with a larger group.

o Always keep your luggage with you or
have a trusted friend watch it for you.

o Never leave your passport, other forms
of identification or money in an unsafe
place. If is best to keep this with you at
all times.

e Never walk alone or get into a vehicle
with someone you do not know.

e Don’t carry large amounts of cash. Use
traveler’s checks or credit cards when
possible.

o [f driving, plan your route using main
roads and have your car serviced before
you leave.

e When stopping on the road, conceal valu-
ables in the trunk and do not leave lug-

gage inside the car overnight.

o Take a cell phone and keep it charged.

e Park in well lighted areas and be especially
alert in parking garages.

o Always lock your car, even if you’re going
to be gone in a short time.

e At the U.S.-Mexico border, law enforce-
ment officers on both sides have tight-
ened security to curb drunken driving.

e If you go to Mexico, respect the laws and
have a plan.

e The Institute for Public Strategies and
numerous law enforcement agencies will
sometimes conduct Operation Safe
Crossing during spring breaks. Officers
will be checking identification and enforc-
ing alcohol and public safety laws at Mexi-
can border crossings.

o Police will turn away everyone under |8
who isn’t accompanied by a guardian, de-
tain people with false identification and
enforce curfew. All intoxicated pedestri-
ans and drivers could be arrested.

Protecting Yourself and Your Friends While Far From Home

Many threats exist to any vacationer
who doesn’t put his personal safety above
his desire to party. In parts of Mexico, for
example, one can easily become the victim
of robbery, rape, kidnapping, and even mur-
der—all of which are well documented.
Protect yourself with these tips:

o Always travel in well-lighted areas.

e Don’t carry all your credit cards or bank
cards in your purse or wallet.

e Carry only the amount of cash you will
need, including a little emergency cash
kept in a safe inside pocket.

e Traveler’s checks are your best bet when
on vacation.

e Leave extra cash in your hotel room hid-
den from sight. Better yet use the hotel’s
safe, if they have one.

e Make sure your friends and family know
where you will be vacationing, when you
will depart, and when you will be home.

o Call family members to let them know
that you have arrived and returned safely.

e If you are robbed, don’t resist—give up
any money, jewelry, or other valuables.

You can always replace material things.
Call 9-1-1 as soon as possible.

e Don’t horseplay or climb on balconies.
Never sit on railings and always keep
both feet on the floor at all times. Falls
from balconies, even those on lower
floors, can be fatal.

e Use ATMs during the day and one that is
located at a busy location. Take a friend
with you. Be alert to people around you
and put your cash and receipts away
quickly.

¢ Bring enough money for gas, food and
shelter, and plan to take extra emergency
cash for unexpected problems.

¢ Do not involve yourself in any activity
that might jeopardize your safety or in-
crease your risk of being victimized, or
lead to your arrest.

e Carry your wallet in an inside coat
pocket. Carry your purse tightly under
your arm with the clasp toward your
body.

(Protecting Yourself . . .Continued on Page 4)
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The legal drinking age in all 50 states in
the U.S. is 21. There are significant criminal
penalties for underage possession and/or
consumption of alcoholic beverages, de-
pending on the jurisdiction. There are also
severe criminal penalties for the illegal pos-
session and/or use of fake identifications.

Generally, in heavily visited spring break
areas, police setup sting operations to cap-
ture fake IDs. Buying, possessing, or using
most drugs is illegal. Drugs can affect you
physically and mentally in unexpected ways.
Taking any drug is a risky move, especially if
you are mixing drugs and alcohol.

Safe Celebrating:

According to a University of Wisconsin
study, 75 percent of college males and 43.6
percent of females reported being intoxi-
cated on a daily basis during spring break

Nearly half of the males and more than
40 percent of the females also reported
being drunk to the point of vomiting or
passing out at least once during spring
break.

Go out with people you can rely on.
Stick together, look out for each other and
make sure everyone’s safe. Especially watch
out for friends who appear intoxicated.

If a friend feels sick, don’t leave them
alone. If you feel sick, ask someone to look
out for you. If a member of your group
passes out, turn them on their side to pre-

Excessive Drinking Can Have a Sad Ending

vent choking and call 91| immediately.

Watch out for your drink and never
accept an open drink from someone you
don’t know. If you have to leave your drink
for any time, be sure you leave it with
someone responsible who will watch it to
ensure it doesn’t get spiked with one of the
“date-rape” drugs, such as GHB, Ketamine,
or Rohypnol also known as “Roofies.”
Low-Risk Drinking:

Think about whether you will drink or
should drink before going out and consider
if you're the appropriate legal drinking age.

Eat a meal before drinking and consume
no more than one drink per hour with a
maximum of three for woman and four for
men. Always know what you are drinking
and alternate alcohol-free drinks throughout
the evening
High-Risk Drinking:

This includes “chugging”, drinking games,
shots, drinking through a hose, punch bowl
or funnel; drinking to get drunk; driving af-
ter drinking or riding with someone under
the influence; drinking on an empty stomach
or too fast on an empty stomach; going to
parties where people drink too much; not
knowing what is in your glass or leaving it
unattended; mixing alcohol with any medica-
tions or illegal drugs.

Before you go out, designate a non-
drinking driver and remember to buckle up!
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Be Street Smart on Spring Break: 10 Tips to Keep You Safe

I. Know the good and bad of your destination before you go.

“Go out with
people you can
rely on. Stick
together, look
out for each

other and make

2. Make sure someone at home has all your travel and contact information, in-
cluding copy of your passport and identification.

3. Cell phones are great, but remember many won’t work outside the U.S. or
need to be set up with the cell company before you travel.

4. Don’t travel alone and try to travel in at least groups of three. Don’t let any-
one leave with a person you'’ve just met.

5. Use credit cards/ traveler’s checks. Keep cash in a separate inside pocket.

6. Don’t tell any “new friend” where you are staying. Put your valuables in the
hotel’s safe.

7. Insure you're taking a safe mode of travel each time you go out and don’t
open your hotel door to strangers.

8. Drink only from sealed containers or get your drink directly from the bar-
tender. Never leave your beverage unattended.

9. If you think you're being followed, go into a safe place and ask for help.

10. Stay sober and look alert! Predators look for lost and vulnerable victims.

sure everyone’s

safe.”




Contact:

Taylor Police Department
23515 Goddard Road
Taylor, MI 48180

Phone:
(734) 287-661 |

Emergency:
9-1-1

Administration:
(734) 374-1444

Investigative Services:
(734) 374-1420

Traffic Division:
(734) 374-1365

Tipline:
(734) 374-8737

Fax:
(734) 374-148I

E-mail:
Taylor_PD@ci.taylor.mi.us

Website:
www.cityoftaylor.com

Taylor Police Department

The Taylor Police Department officially started in 1949 with just two
officers to serve the city’s population at the time of 18,848 residents.
During 1962, several more officers were added and a number of divisions
and bureaus were created. In1988 the current Police Station was built.
Today, TPD has nearly100 officers to serve 65,800 residents. Units the
department has include Patrol Operations, K-9 Units, Investigations,
Youth Services, Traffic, and Special Operations. Officers are also as-
signed to narcotics and County, State and Federal task forces.

The department’s Mission, in part, is “dedicated to upholding a pro-
fessional and ethical police standard while providing a safe and secure
environment for all persons living in, working in or visiting the City of
Taylor.”

Protecting Yourself and Your Friends While Far From Home

. .Continued from Page 2

e Keep your wallet or handbag
closed and with you at all times.
Never put | on the seat beside
you, on the counter next to you

or under a seat when dining.

Be aware of your surroundings and
the people around you; trust your
instincts. Stay in well-lighted and
well-traveled areas.

Walk with your head up, shoulders
back and your eyes scanning the
people around you.

=

room as you arrive, do not go in. Report this
to the front desk.

G

If you are expecting guests, do not open your
hotel door until you know it is the right per-

son.
Be extremely cautious in parking lots and
If attacked, don’t panic. Get a good descrip- parking garages.
tion, direction traveled, etc. and report the

incident to the police as soon as possible. As the concierge about problem areas in the

vicinity to avoid.
In Your Hotel
Report any suspicious activities to the police
as soon as you can: Where, What, Who,
When and How.

e Don’t leave baggage unattended. Check it
with the staff if you can’t go to your room
immediately.

Arrests, citations and incidents of sexual as-

T~

We’re on the Web!
www.cityoftaylor.com

If the front desk clerk mentions your room

sault, simple assault and other crimes typically
number loudly, request a new room.

show an increase in resort towns during
spring break. Medical emergencies including
drug reactions, drug overdoes, and alcohol
poisoning also increase during this time.

Don’t enter a room if the door is ajar.
Use all auxiliary door locking devices.
Leave valuables in the hotel safe-deposit box.

. Check your belongings daily inside your
For more Information room—know what's there.

Contact: o
If someone is loitering in the hall near your

Detective Sgt. Mary Sclabassi
Investigative Services
(734) 374-1531

Information for this newsletter was obtained from the the American Crime Prevention Institute
as well as the National Sheriff’s Association.




