2014 YEAR IN REVIEW: Difficult Waters Navigated To Accomplish Many Improvements
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Here’s a New Year’s resolution
that will stand the test of time
The Oakwood Healthcare System wants
to see a healthier Taylor.
Oakwood and the City of Taylor have
entered into the “Healthy Taylor”
partnership, which supports and promotes
health, wellness and healthy lifestyles. It
is based on a 2013 study by the healthcare
organization in compliance with the
Affordable Care Act and IRS compliance
for hospital nonprofit status. The
“Community Health Needs Assessment”
was a comprehensive look at the 35
communities served by the system’s four
hospitals.
Sadly, the assessment mirrored the
findings of the 2014 Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation County Health Rankings,
which found that Wayne County ranked
the lowest in the state on health outcomes
and factors. As a result, Oakwood created
the “healthy communities” program will a
focus on four priority areas:
• Access to Care (insurance, where to
go, community resources, etc.)
• Obesity
• Diabetes
• Heart and Cardiovascular Disease
The goal: Integrate and coordinate
primary care, public health and
community intervention with the goal of
improving the population’s health and
reducing care costs. This will be done
through strong community engagement
and ownership. Thus the “Healthy Taylor”
pilot program was established, with an
eye toward creating healthy community
visions unique to the specific locations,
based upon assets and needs.

Oakwood plans to mobilize partners in
Taylor, develop strategies unique to the
city and create funding plans. At a recent
kickoff meeting at the William Ford
Senior Activities Center, Oakwood
personnel were joined by representatives
of the school district, civic organizations
and church groups.
The initial support network for the
community will include “access to care”
navigators; connecting community
members to providers; health screenings;
literacy and education; and chronic
disease management. Oakwood will use
avenues like the Teen Health Care and the
MyNutratek online program and is also
partnering with the National Kidney
Foundation on a diabetes prevention
program that will include PATH, a free
six-week workshop. It is also joining hands
with Gleaners Food Bank to offer healthy
cooking workshops, another six-week
program.
Potential programming includes health
coaching, community gardens, greenways
and trails, healthy meal options at local
restaurants, youth cooking classes,
farmer’s markets, annual walks and runs,
fitness classes, bike rentals, “walk and
talk” with city officials, healthy
playgrounds, weight incentives and
afterschool programs.
Are you interested in getting involved?
Do you have a group or organization that
would like to benefit from the Healthy
Taylor initiative? Call Oakwood at
(313) 586-4938 or contact Karl Ziomek
at (734-374-1447).
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ATeam Effort

It takes everyone pulling together to beat a heavy snow fall
Follow the City of Taylor on our Facebook page,

I

t’s the announcement that you don’t
want to hear:
The City of Taylor in a SNOW
EMERGENCY this morning…
It might mean that The Taylor
Community Library and/or the William
Ford Senior Activities Center are closed
for the day. In addition, it might mean
that a certain event is being called off and
needs to be rescheduled.
But as the snow falls, the chilly winds
blow and the roads get dangerously icy,
what does a “snow emergency” really
mean to the
residents of Taylor?
In short terms, it
means that City
employees aren’t
the only ones who
need to be aware of
the dos and don’ts
of the situation.
Snow emergencies,
handled properly,
are a joint effort
involving the
entire community.
For instance, if
you park on a
residential street or
thoroughfare in
Taylor, you should
move your car off
the street immediately during a snow
emergency. Those parked vehicles found
in violation of the snow emergency
guidelines are subject to ticketing. More
important than just the price of the ticket
is the fact that parked vehicles hinder
snow removal. Just a single illegally
parked vehicle can prevent a City
snowplow from plowing the area in front
of several homes. And it can cause that
same truck to plow-in the illegally parked
car, making it an ongoing problem that
lasts for days, if not weeks.
What should residents expect when a
heavy snowfall hits? The DPW clears and
salts street in the following manner:
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• Major city streets come first.
Depending on the snowfall, the DPW
may have to circle back several times
to keep major thoroughfares clear and
safe. And this happens often.
• Bus routes and secondary streets
are second on the list.
• After the majors and secondary
thoroughfares are clear, the crew
focuses on residential streets.
Where do they start? They pick up on
the trash route of that particular day
of the week and continue in rotation
until all of the
streets are clear.
These are just
some of the factors
that go into a
problematic
snowfall or ice
storm.
It is also in the
interest of
residents to use
common sense
when it comes to
all heavy snowfalls.
If you hear an
advanced weather
report calling for
heavy snow, don’t
wait for a snow
emergency to be
called. Keep your vehicle off the street
and monitor local media outlets and the
City’s Website (www.cityoftaylor.com) for
up-to-date information.
Also, do not plow the snow into the
street. Plowing snow off of your property
and into the street often defeats the
purpose of the DPW plows. If you have a
fire hydrant on your property, try to keep
it clear of snow. The same goes for sewer
drains; if you can keep them clear, there is
much less chance of street flooding. And
when it comes to travel during a snow
emergency, avoid it unless absolutely
necessary.

facebook.com/taylorcity.
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Let us cater your next party!
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Any Order
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Expires 12-14-14

LIFETIME WARRANTY BRAKES
(COVERS PARTS AND LABOR
ON PADS OR SHOES)
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$

00
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Most Vehicles

FREE BRAKE INSPECTION
(MOST VEHICLES)

Service Includes:
• Install New Pads or Shoes
Check Brake Calipers

Check Brake Lines

Check Brake Master Cylinder

Check Brake Hoses

Check Brake Wheel Cylinders

Check Brake Seals

Check Brake Hardware

Check Brake Rotors
and Drums

*Additional parts and labor may be needed at extra cost.
Coupon Never Expires – Use it Anytime

Can not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12-14-14

“WE ARE BRAKE SPECIALISTS”. . .
WHO DO
AUTO MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

2500 OFF

$

ANY FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
OVER $15000
MUST PRESENT OR MENTION COUPON AT
TIME OF SALE • LIMITED TIME OFFER •
(EXCLUDES BRAKE WORK)

OIL CHANGE
MOST
TIRE ROTATION (VEHICLES
)
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$

MOST VEHICLES
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• Up to 5 Qts. of House Brand Oil
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• One Oil Filter
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with the purchase of $25 or more

Excludes Catering

Allen

with the purchase of any Dinner entree

Mortenview

Small Serving of Hummus

FREE

Appetizer

Katherine

FREE

Pardee

Receive a

21896 Goddard Rd.

(313) 291-1600

www.thebrakeshopmi.com
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Serving Taylor for 20 years

Winter-Holiday
Safety Preparation
Happy Holidays from the Taylor Fire Department. Our staff wants the
residents of the City to enjoy the season with family and friends. One way
to make sure that happens is by following some basic safety guidelines,
provided by the National Fire Safety Association, the country's authority on
fire, electrical and building safety. Don't become a statistic -- follow
common sense safety guidelines and enjoy the holiday season.

FACTS

Two of every five home decoration fires
are started by candles.
Nearly half of holiday decoration fires
happen because decorations are placed
too close to a heat source.

Holiday Decorating

Holiday Entertaining

• Be careful with holiday
decorations. Choose
decorations that are flame
resistant or flame retardant.

• Test your smoke alarms and tell
guests about your home fire
escape plan.

• Keep lit candles away from
decorations and other things
that can burn.
Before Heading Out or to Bed
Blow out lit candles when you leave
the room or go to bed. Turn off all light
strings and decorations before leaving
home or going to bed.

• Some lights are only for indoor
or outdoor use, but not both.
• Replace any string of lights
with worn or broken cords or
loose bulb connections.
Connect no more than three
strands of mini light sets and a
maximum of 50 bulbs for screwin bulbs. Read manufacturer’s
instructions for number of LED
strands to connect.
• Use clips, not nails, to hang
lights so the cords do not get
damaged.

• Keep children and pets away
from lit candles.
• Keep matches and lighters up
high in a locked cabinet.
• Stay in the kitchen when
cooking on the stovetop.
• Ask smokers to smoke outside.
Remind smokers to keep their
smoking materials with them
so young children do not touch
them.
• Provide large, deep ashtrays for
smokers. Wet cigarette butts
with water before discarding.

• Keep decorations away from
windows and doors.

www.nfpa.org/education
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10427 Telegraph Rd. • Taylor • 313-291-5800
10 MINUTE OIL CHANGE & CAR WASH

FREE Tire Rotation
FREE Car Wash

Only

19

$

With Oil Change

99
Plus Tax

With this ad. No Disposal FEE. Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. 5w20, 5w30 & 10w30

Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 8am - 6pm • Sun 10am - 5pm

$

5 OFF
FULL SERVICE

Semi Synthetic
OilMotorcraft
Change
520
and Pennzoil High Mileage.

$

10
OFF
FREE
Full Synthetic
Oil Change

ALL DAY
WEDNESDAY

Pennzoil Ultra, Pennzoil Platinum,
Amsoil and Mobil 1

Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. See Store For Details.
Must Present
Coupon.
Limited Time Offer.

Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts.
See Store For Details.
Coupon.
Must Present
Limited Time Offer.

JOINOUR

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY CAR WASH.

Happy Holidays from Ray’s
Quality – Service
Value

TEAM

AMBITIOUS

ENERGETIC
PEOPLE
needed to join
our growing
publishing
company!

We have full or part time opportunities
available. Perfect for students, somebody
looking to get back into the work force or
someone ready for a new adventure!
We are a publishing and marketing
company specializing in high quality
community and custom publications.
You will be calling on local and regional
businesses to sell advertising into
multiple publications in Southeastern
Michigan. Prior ad sales is helpful but not
required.
Please send your resume or inquiry to
info@communitypublishing.com or
call 866-822-0101

Fresh From
Our Smoke House
Ray’s Own Award Winning
Fresh Prime Rib
Bone in or boneless
available

Beef Jerky – Smoked Kielbasa
Double Smoked Hams – Turkey Breasts
Smoked Chickens – Hunter’s Sausage
Smoked Spare Ribs

HOMEMADE FRESH SAUSAGE

FREEZER FILLERS
12 Bundles to choose from

• Polish Kielbasa
• Bratwurst
• Hot or Mild Italian
• Chorizo

• Chicken Italian
• Irish
• Potato
• Turkey Apple Cinnamon

RAY’S
Open:
Daily 8 to 8
Sunday 10 to 6

FLYERS IN STORE OR ONLINE PRICING

www.raysprimefoods.com

PRIME FOODS

ALL EVENTS CATERING
DOWNRIVER’S ONLY
COMPLETE BUTCHER SHOP
Service for
53 years
23167 Eureka Rd. • Taylor
Michigan’s Finest Phone: (734) 287-8240
Meats
Across from Southland Mall

Taylor location since 1970
LOTTO AVAILABLE • SENIOR CITIZEN’S DISCOUNT • BRIDGE CARD GLADLY ACCEPTED
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Harleys Give Police New Options

W

hen the Taylor Police Department received delivery
on two new 2015 Harley Davidson FLHP Road King
Police Motorcycles, plenty of issues came directly to
mind for Chief Mary Sclabassi.
For Chief Sclabassi, motorcycles will mean added versatility
for the department. Motorcycle police can navigate congested
traffic easier and are great for special events like the Taylor
Summer Festival, where traveling through huge crowds is often a
problem. In addition, the chief admits that research shows that
people respond positively to the visibility of motorcycle police,
who can often connect easier to residents and businesses.
But for Cpl. Michael Milka, who will join Sgt. Nick Hill as the
City’s newest motorcycle patrolmen, the connection ran a little
deeper. Milka has been riding motorcycles for 30 years, carrying
on in his father’s footsteps. Michael’s dad, William, was a
Wyandotte Police Department motorcycle officer in the early
‘60s (see inset photo).
“My passion for motorcycles
originated with my father,” he
said. “It will be an honor for
me to carry on the tradition
with the Taylor Police
Department.”
City Council approved the
purchase of the new Harleys,
using forfeiture funds from drunken driving arrests and seizures.
The vehicles, provided by Biker Bob’s Harley Davidson (14100
Telegraph Road), cost approximately $39,000 in total.
While Michigan’s weather can limit the use of police
motorcycles, the upside of purchasing them and creating a
motorcycle patrol was overwhelming. In addition to special
traffic enforcement, motorcycle units will be used to enforce
school zone traffic, along with red-light and stop sign
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enforcement in targeted areas.
Chief Sclabassi has spent the past year attempting to further
connect the department with the residents that it serves. The
TPD created a “Taylor on Watch” program to offer anti-crime
education and motorcycle details are just another attractive
option in an effort to create more visibility and positive
interaction.
“Studies show that citizens feel more comfortable approaching
a motorcycle officer for assistance,” she said. “They are not
hidden in a patrol vehicle. Residents feel that motorcycle police
are a part of the community because of their (increased)
visibility.”
In addition, the chief said that the motorcycle patrol became
even more attractive considering the high level of complaints
about neighborhood traffic problems.
“We routinely receive a lot of concerns about traffic issues in
our neighborhoods, not just our major roads,” she said. “Traffic
problems in a busy city like Taylor are always a high priority. It’s
the reason for most of calls that I receive in my office.”
Cpl. Milka and Sgt. Hill, both experienced motorcycle drivers,
were selected for the patrol by a board of outside advisors from
the Michigan State Police. In June, they underwent extensive
training during an 80-hour course. “It was intensive training,”
Hill said. “After completing that training, you definitely know
you’re a better and safer driver.”
The Harley Davidson Road King Police unit offers unique
safety features such as great responsiveness in tactical
maneuvers, improved traction control, low center of gravity and
the Reflex Linked Brakes with ABS, helping the officer come to a
safe stop even in non-ideal conditions. The system helps offer
optimum control, no matter what the speed, and the Dunlop
Multi-Thread bead retention tires are designed to remain on the
wheel during a sudden loss of pressure.

12500 Telegraph Rd. Taylor
TAYLOR

Between Goddard & Northline

734-992-4304
FREE

Collision

We are proud and show it!

Center

ESTIMATES!
www.TaylorCollisionCenter.com
taylorcollision@hotmail.com

FREE
LOANER
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

ASK FOR DETAILS

“YOUR ONE STOP COLLISION SHOP”

W E H E L P PAY YO U R D E D U C T I B L E

YOUR AUTO ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALIST!
In-Home Estimate
By Request Only

Taylor

Collision

We accept All Insurance Claims

Big Or Small We Fix Them All
Classic Car Restoration
Certified Technicians
Fiberglass Repairs
Foreign & Domestic
Rust Repairs
Dents & Dings

Center

12500 Telegraph Rd.
TAYLOR

Between Goddard & Northline

734-992-4304

www.TaylorCollisionCenter.com

OPEN:

Mon. – Fri. 8 to 6 • Saturday 9 to 1
Insured & Bonded

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Good Neighbor Agent since 1981

Samuel J. Pelligrino, Agent
25755 Goddard Rd., PO Box 819
Taylor, MI 48180-0819
Bus 734 946 4660 Fax 734 946 7697
sam@spelligrino.com
www.spelligrino.com

Ristorante Italiano
Since 1955

21142 Ecorse Road
Taylor, Michigan 48180

313-383-1309

— PARTIES OF ALL KINDS —

Birthday • Christmas • Private Meetings • Funerals, etc.
Gift Certificates Available

A life of learning
starts here.
The elementary school years are all about building a strong foundation
for a lifetime of learning, starting with the right habits and skills to create
active minds, healthy bodies and happy hearts.

Here’s how we do it:

• Smaller class sizes
• A new digital math program for K-8 for 2014-2015
• Math, science, reading and technology coaches training
staff and working with students every day
• STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
competitive curriculum
• Strict code of conduct and anti-bullying policies
• Rigorous school safety program
• FREE before and after school care for kindergarten students
• Preschool program 15 hours weekly for $25

Give us a call today and enroll your student at
Summit Academy: (734) 379-9766

See how the culture of Summit comes to life
every day. Scan the code for a video tour.

TAYLOR AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

To advertise in the church directory, please contact our sales staff at 866-822-0101

21555 Kinyon, Taylor, MI 48180
313-291-4050
Mass Schedule:
Saturday – 6:30 pm
Sunday – 9:30 & 11:30 am
Jesus
“...the way, the truth
and the life.” –John 14:6
stconstancechurch@weconnect.com

Landmark Apostolic Church, Inc.
Marvin Rudd
Pastor

26609 Van Born Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180

1-810-580-9600

Bible Study - Wed. @ 7:00pm
Sunday School @ 11:00am
Evangelistic Service @ 12:00 noon

Begin a new journey at Landmark Apostolic Church

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor

Bishop Gary and Lady Pamela Harper •www.ggtoghm.org • 313-295-4472

Greater Grace Temple-Taylor
24111 Koths St., Taylor, MI 48180

Sunday Bible School - 9:15 AM
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Class • Wed., 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM

A church united for
the cause of Christ!

Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer
am 560 WRDT
“The Word”
6pm Sunday

am 1440 WDRJ
“Detroit Rejoice”
8pm Monday

St. John’s Lutheran Church LCMS

734.287.2080 Rev. Dr. Richard Zeile DrZeile@Juno.com
13115 Telegraph, Taylor, MI 48180 Worship Sun. 9am, Sat.7pm
“Unchanging Faith for Changing Lives”

St. Paul
United Church of Christ
–Founded 1883–

24158 Goddard Road
Taylor, Michigan 48180-3910

(One Block West of Telegraph)
Phone: 313-391-1221
Fax:
313-291-3305
Email: stpaulucctaylor@stpaulucctaylor.org

Rev. Dr. Geoffrey G. Drutchas –
Senior Pastor

Pastor Cheryl Schalm –
Christian Education

Sunday Services: 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM
Christmas Eve Services 7:00 PM and 11:00 PM

Make us your Wedding Chapel
CHURCHED FAMILIES HAVE A BETTER CHANCE

Zion Baptist Church
Christ Centered & Word-Driven

HERITAGE FREE WILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
“A Church For Your Family”
Times of Service

Michael R. Jones, Pastor
8500 Pardee ^ Taylor, MI

313-291-3128
ziontaylor.org

SUNDAY
Sunday School / Ladies Class / Pastor’s Class - 9:45 am
Morning Worship / Children’s Church - 11:00 am

WEDNESDAY
Midweek Prayer & Study Hour - 7:00 pm
Youth Group(during school year) - 7:00-8:05 pm

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.
MARK TACKETT, Pastor

12670 Pardee • Taylor, MI 48180 • (734) 287-8214

Church of God of Prophecy
23233 Wick Rd. - Taylor, MI 48180

Chris and Sara Weathers
Lead Pastor

Office 313-299-8985 • Website www.hwccogop.org

Welcome to a place of new beginnings.

Reserve your space for the next issue of
TAYLOR TODAY.

Call 866-822-0101

Year in
Review
GOVERNMENT

New City Officials Prove Themselves
By Navigating Difficult Waters
As the November 2013 General Election was put to bed, 10
faces were elected to key positions in Taylor – seven council
members (Linda Parker-Craig, Angela Croft, Alex Garza, Linda
Roberts, Charley Johnson, Dan Bzura and Tim Woolley), Mayor
Rick Sollars, Treasurer Edward Bourassa and Clerk Cindy Bower.
All of them were new to their specific role. Here’s a recap of how
Taylor’s new government performed over the past year.
Fire Department stabilizes
Approximately a month into the new
administration in December 2013, the
City and Taylor Professional Firefighters
Local 1252 IAFF-CIO reached final
agreement on a settlement in a two-year
arbitration dispute, setting the stage of
some stability in a Taylor Fire Department
that rode the waves of cutbacks and
discontent in the recent past.
Weeks before the November 2013
General Election, former Mayor Jeffrey
Lamarand had reopened two previously
closed fire stations. New Mayor Rick

Sollars kept them open and the
department worked hard to make them
fully operational, trimming and solidifying
emergency response times in the
community.
The arbitration-related pact created a
foundation for the fire department to
move forward. In the ensuing months,
Taylor attempted to add staff and
reapplied and earned a six-month
extension of the Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) in August.
By the end of summer, Interim Fire
Chief Danny Reynolds was named the
full-time chief and former union president
George Quiroz was named to the
previously vacant deputy chief’s role,
which marked the first time in several
years that both command posts were
properly filled. In November, the
department withdrew from the Western
Wayne Fire Department Mutual Aid
Association (its remains at part of
Downriver Mutual Aid), and instead
opted for a municipal agreement with
neighboring Dearborn Heights that was
less costly and more practical.
Government continued on page 16
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The final piece to your
employment puzzle.
Specializing in
• Clerical and
Administration
• Quality Control
• Transportation
• General Labor
• Warehousing Associates

Call us today toll free

855-863-2203
locally owned & operated

We are big enough to handle any job
but small enough to care and appreciate every customer.
20600 Eureka Rd. #314, Taylor, MI 48180
www.customTAstaffing.com
Dog Vaccine Combo
DHLPP, CV, BDT $43
Feline Combo RCP, FELV
$32
Rabies 1 yr. $14
Rabies 3 yr. $16
Heartworm Test $19

LOW COST
VACCINE/WELLNESS
CLINIC
WITH DR. JOHN HERMANN
(313) 686-5701 7 days a week
www.mobilevetclinic.biz
for more locations & times

Fluff N Puff

Kim’s Suds n Shears

Monday
1pm to 4 pm

Tuesday & Saturday
4 pm to 8 pm

Friday
4pm to 8pm

Thursday
9am to 1pm

36628 Goddard Rd.
Romulus, MI 48174

300 S. Venoy
Westland, MI 48186

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APP

IT’S FREE
Same great stories
at your finger tips!
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While the funding
of the fire
department remains
problematic as 2014
comes to an end,
plans are in the
works to reapply for
another extension of
the SAFER grant in
2015, as well as
applying for another
possible grant,
which would target
equipment and
training
improvements.
Police Department adds staff and programs
While the fire department stabilized, the Taylor Police began
aggressive improvements in early December 2013. At that time,
Chief Mary Sclabassi welcomed five new full-time officers to a
department that had been dwindling in numbers and experience
levels for four years. Over the course of the next 12 months,
more full-time staff and Public Safety Officers would be added
with the eventual goal to get back in the range of 90 full-time
police officers.

Simultaneously, the department returned as an active
participant in the Down River Area Narcotics Organization
task force and recreated a traffic division that had been dormant.
With Auxiliary Police Chief Robert Vaughan retiring after 18
years, Paul Beaven was named to replace him.
By August, Chief Sclabassi’s dream of adding another canine
unit became a reality when her unique plan for a private/public
partnership with Atlas Oil resulted in “Atlas the Police Dog.”
The company funded the cost of the dog and the unit’s training,
in exchange for naming the dog. Atlas became an immediate hit
among residents as well at the Detroit media – and the program
went so well that Atlas Oil Owner Sam Simon immediately
announced plans
to fund a second
dog in 2015.
Not all of the
changes were on
the staffing end of
the police budget.
City Council
approved $70,000
in forfeiture
funds to be used on the station’s dispatch center, while an allvolunteer effort gave the old station a new look. In addition, the
department started the popular “Taylor on Watch” series of
public meetings on anti-crime fighting efforts, a 2014 program
that featured four quarterly meetings focused on the four
different quadrants of the City. Look for
the department to expand on that series
in 2015.
In mid-November, City officials
accepted a federal COPS grant, which
will hire three new police officers to
support the Taylor School District.
Officers will be assigned by both of the
City’s public high schools (Kennedy and
Truman) while the third will focus on the two middle schools
(West and Hoover).
All the police activity had an immediate impact. Most crime
categories were statistically down across the board through
the first eight months of 2014. Unfortunately, the final quarter
of the year will register the year’s first three fatalities (as of this
magazine’s press deadline) along with a well-publicized
barricaded situation in the City’s northwest end (which, thanks
to some excellent police work, ended in a peaceful arrest).
Complete statistics for 2014, as well as the final-quarter report,
will be available after the New Year.
City takes on potholes and streetlights
By March, the record winter of 2013-14 had taken firm hold of
the area, and street maintenance was becoming a problem in
every municipality. In an attempt to solve the issue, the City
created a system that involved an interactive program that
residents could use and a pledge to fix potholes in a 24- to
Government continued on page 18
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Moving Soon!

To 13500 Telegraph Rd. in Taylor

New
Location
13500 Telegraph Rd. Between Northline and Eureka
www.shoptaylorford.com | 313-291-0300
10725 Telegraph Rd, Taylor MI 48180

Open Every Saturday
Over 800 Vehicles in Stock
Guaranteed Highest Trade In Value
HOURS: Monday & Thursday 8:30am - 9:00pm • Tuesday - Wednesday - Friday 8:30am to 6:00pm • Saturday 10:00am to 3:00 pm
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48-hour window. Department of Public Works employees were
focused on the pothole crisis for a three-week period and road
funds were used to cover the effort, which led to the great
majority of the potholes being mitigated in a very short period of
time.
It also led directly to WXYZ Channel 7’s “Pothole Pledge”
program. Producers from the
station contacted City Hall for
details of the Taylor program,
and then rolled them out to
other Detroit-area
communities through
Reporter Simon Shaykhet,
who challenged every mayor
to sign an orange barrel as a
pledge to mirror Taylor’s
efforts and quickly fix potholes
in their own areas. Mayor
Sollars penned the first signature … and the barrel came from
Taylor DPW.
In addition, when new officials took over in November 2013,
the City found over 400 streetlights out across the
community. Working diligently on the locations that could be
immediately fixed, Taylor had half back on by spring. That
number continued to dwindle throughout 2015.
Internal adjustments and finances
Taylor’s financial outlook improved in 2014. According to
Jason Couture, Chief Financial Officer for the City, at the end of
fiscal year 2010-11 Taylor’s general fund had an unassigned
deficit fund balance and was required to file a Deficit
Elimination Plan (DEP) with the State of Michigan. The original
DEP indicated that the City would eliminate the deficit by the
end of fiscal year 2015-16. Over the past three fiscal years the
financial condition has steadily approved, Couture said, and it is
likely that the City will eliminate the deficit prior to fiscal year
2015-16, which begins in July. However, even though the

financial condition is approving, and the deficit fund balance is
expected to be eliminated ahead of schedule, the City is not
considered financially stable. The administration must continue
to be prudent with spending and seek additional revenue
sources. To achieve financial stability, the City should maintain
an unassigned fund balance equal to 20 percent of operating
expenditures, which would be approximately $6 million.
City Council approved changing the Taylor Animal Shelter’s
status to “no kill for adoptable pets.” That act, along with the
partnership between the shelter’s staff and Pound Pals of Taylor
(see related story on community efforts), gave the facility is new
outlook.
On the IT side, the City of Taylor changed to a Virtual
Desktop Infrastructure in 2014, streamlining maintenance and
upgrades. DPW also started new water meter installation,
upgrading its ancient meters, leading to faster billing processes
and more accurate reads. As winter was hitting the city, IT was
also upgrading the computer system in the 23rd District Court.
The Lakes of Taylor and Taylor Meadows – in their own
Deficit Elimination Plan – had stabilized and actually moved out
of the DEP in 2014
and turned a
profit. However,
due to the poor
golf season
(because of
lingering winter
and some very bad
summer weather),
the golf budget is
likely to lapse back
into the red,
although
marginally.
The Taylor Sportsplex, meanwhile, is standing on its own
financially after a tumultuous time period under outside
management firms, proving correct Mayor Sollars’ vision that if
its management was moved in-house and run correctly, the arena
could turn a profit. TSX officials reported that approximately
1,500 children were participating weekly in soccer on the two
indoor fields, while the Belle Tire Youth Hockey Program (and
others like Eastern Michigan University hockey) continued to be
housed in the facility, filling the ice time both during the
weeknights and on tournament weekends.
The first of the good financial news had actually come in
March, when State Rep. Douglas Geiss announced that Gov. Rick
Snyder signed Senate Bill 608 into law, which saved Taylor
$320,000 in penalties as part of the Economic Vitality
Incentive Program, or EVIB. Due to an error, Taylor didn’t file
the EVIB paperwork by the correct deadline, but thanks to the
efforts of Geiss and others in Lansing, the Senate bill amended
the deadline and doubled the payment to the City.
In late April, FitchRatings, a global leader in financial
information services, affirmed the City’s limited tax general
Government continued on page 20

18

TAYLOR TODAY

Rock Solid Paving

Dennis Levko

Since 1965

VICE PRESIDENT

dennis@jsvig.com

Construction Company
Est. 1965

157 E. Hoover Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

ISO 9001

16650 Racho Road
Taylor, MI 48180

www.jsvig.com

ph: 734.283.3002
fax: 734.282.5320
cell: 313.215.3442

Services:
Asphalt Paving • Pulverization
Milling • Asphalt Repairs
Seal Coating • Concrete
Crackfilling • Striping

Serving
Wayne | Oakland | Monroe
Macomb | Washtenaw
Genessee and Livingston Counties
Al’s Asphalt Paving Company

Office: (734) 946-1880
Fax: (734) 946-4502

25500 Brest Road, Taylor, MI 48180

www.alsasphalt.com
www.facebook.com/alsasphalt

Christmas Buffet
and

Ring in the New Year
Make your reservations —
space is going fast!
Holiday Inn Southgate Banquet and Conference Center
17201 Northline Road • Southgate, MI 48195
734-283-4400 ph • www.hisouthgate.com

JAYCO

COMFORT SYSTEMS
Family Owned • 37 Years Experience

9054 Telegraph Rd. • North Taylor - South Taylor

3 LARGE PIZZAS
Cheese & 2 Items

FREE 2 Liters of Pepsi

6

$ 99
EACH

Extra Cheese Additional Charge • Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

Call (313) 291-2141
1 LARGE PIZZA
Cheese & 2 Items

Plus FREE Amiga Bread
FREE 2
Liter Coke

13

$

99

Furnace installed as low as
$1095 High Efficiency
Air Conditioner
installed as low as

E
$1450 13 Seer
FRE ates
im DAY!
t
s
E L TO
CAL 313-381-2800

800-361-5216

20740 Ecorse Rd., Taylor, MI 48180

FREE

HUMIDIFIER
Valued
&
at
$500
DIGITAL
THERMOSTAT
WITH INSTALLATION OF
FURNACE AND CENTRAL AIR
JAYCO COMFORT SYSTEMS
313-381-2800 • 800-361-5216
With
Coupon Only.
Not Valid With Any Other Offers.
Expires 12/15/14

Extra Cheese Additional Charge • Delivery Extra • Limited Time Only

5000

$

New Patient Special
$230 value

(Includes Exam, X-Rays & First Adjustment)
Call for Details

734-225-1414 • 22279 Goddard Rd, Taylor
www.nesterchiropractic.com

Order at: sigursflowers.com

Quest Inc. is NOW HIRING
Direct Care Workers

Positions available in Wayne County Homes
We are always on the look-out for good people interested in
providing services for people with special needs.

Complimentary Delivery to
Howe-Peterson • Voran • Martenson • Oakwood Hospital-Taylor
22415 WICK RD • TAYLOR, MI 48180
(CORNER OF WICK AND PARDEE)

PHONE: (313) 299-9000

• Must be responsible & committed
• Available for Mandatory Stay
• Be willing to learn and take direction
• Work well with others

• CLS Training is preferred or
• Be available for training
if you are not fully trained already

To inquire, please send Letter of Interest to:
Quest Inc.
36141 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia, MI 48150
Email: Recruiter@questserv.org Phone: 734-458-8140 Fax: 734-458-8195
Website: www.Quest36.org – Look for the online application
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obligations (LTGOS) at “BB” while upgrading Taylor’s outlook
from negative to stable and noting the City’s historical structural
imbalance had showed modest improvement. By June, Moody’s
affirmed Taylor's Ba1 status on its general obligation limited tax
(GOLT) debt and also changed its outlook from negative to
stable, mirroring the Fitch report.
These ratings reflected the diligence of the new City officials
in staying within the
state-mandated
Deficit Elimination
Plan, which
continued
throughout 2014.
On the grassroots
level, the City was
one of just three
Michigan
communities to
begin the
Community
Economic
Development
Association of
Michigan (CEDAM)
Financial Empowerment Centers. The initiative, launched in
June through The Information Center, targets residents facing
tough financial times and offers free advice on reducing debt,
improving credit and planning and saving for the future,
A week later, Taylor reopened its only outdoor pool, which had
been closed for three years due to budget restraints. Northwest
Park Pool was reopened thanks to the use of Community
Development Block Grant funds.
In late June, Taylor unveiled the newly renovated Sheridan
Center outdoor pavilion, which successfully hosted two concert
evenings during the Taylor Summer Festival, as well as opening
day of the Downriver Senior Olympics. The renovation of the
center earned the Presidential Plaque during the Keep Michigan
Beautiful Inc. Awards held in Traverse City. Additions will
continue: An inline skating rink and splash pads are tentatively
scheduled in the near future.
Becoming customer friendly
In an effort to improve customer service, the City
implemented “Fix It! Taylor” at the end of the summer. An
online program, it fields non-emergency complaints and funnels
them as “work orders” directly to the departments responsible.
Residents can avoid confusing telephone calls or long waits. They
can also interact with the supervisors in charge of the jobs.
Simultaneously, new telephone options were offered to those
calling City Hall, and for those visiting in person, new greeters
manned the front entrance.
Also in early fall, “Help Shape Taylor’s Future” was kicked
off, a visioning program aimed at long-term community
improvements in the areas of economic and community
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development and other quality of life issues. The program, made
up of City and community leaders, was still ongoing as of this
deadline. Feedback from residents is welcome on the City of
Taylor’s Website at www.cityoftaylor.com.
By October, the City was also reopening another previously
closed facility, the Taylor Recreation Center. The City
renovated the men’s and women’s saunas; the women’s locker
room; added an upgraded cardio room; moved the popular
Zumba room downstairs; and added several flat-screen
televisions. Since opening, hours are planning to be expanded
and programs are being constantly added. In addition, the front
section of the center is being devoted to business office space,
with tenants still being sought.
During the year, the west side of Taylor witnessed two highcost upgrades as Beech Daly was renovated from Eureka to
Pennsylvania, and a major water main improvement was
accomplished on John Daly between Beverly and Van Born.
Demolitions of dangerous homes also started, with three on
the initial push and some 30 others still to be scheduled. The
City also used spray-patching on Superior Parkway and Holland
Road, two of the most problematic thoroughfares in the
community. The spray-patching technique is more efficient than
throw patch, and can last between 18 and 36 months – and often
longer.

Lee
Family
www.famileedental.com
10700 Pelham Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180

313-388-1100

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
At Lee Family Dental, we value our patient
relationships, making it our priority to deliver
gentle compassionate care that you deserve.
We work hard to make you feel at ease by
providing exceptional patient care
in a relaxed, convenient
atmosphere.

NEW, MODERN
State of the Art Dental Ofﬁce
Participant with the following
insurance networks
ADN • AETNA PPO • DELTA DENTAL
CIGNA • CONNECTION DENTAL
GEHA • GUARDIAN • METLIFE

Taylor
21538 Goddard Road

313-887-0800
MV# F165539
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10%prices
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Brake Special

• Install new disc brake pads or shoes
• Inspect rotors & drums,
turning additional
• Inspect master cylinder and brake hoses
• Add fluid as needed
• Test drive vehicle
• Ceramic pads additional

313-887-0800

20%
OFF

Transmission Service
Save your transmission with
preventative maintenance
• Free road test • Change fluid
• Special fluids additional
• Filter, gasket & pan removal additional

FROM

6990*

$

*SUVs & Minivans Extra

313-887-0800

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15

OPEN

Hours:
M–F 8–6 Sat 9–4

• Free Tire Rotation with Oil Change ($15 value)
• Free Computerized Diagnostic ($35 value)

Quality Oil Change & Lube

Fuel Injection Service

• Change oil (up to 5 qts. 5w30/5w20),
other weights additional
• Free brake inspection
• $3 disposal fee additional
• Canister filters and branded oil additional

• Helps reduce emissions

$

FROM

1390*

313-887-0800

$

• Helps save costly repairs

313-887-0800

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15

Maintenance Tune-Up
• Install new spark plugs
• Platinum/iridium plugs additional
• Inspect filters, belts & hoses
• Inspect fuel delivery system
• Other engine performance items additional
• 12,000 miles, 12 months warranty
(whichever comes first)

313-887-0800

• Recommended every 12,000 miles

FROM

7990*

*SUVs & Minivans Extra

*SUVs & Minivans Extra

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15

NOW

$

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15

20

OFF

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15

Winterization Special

• Oil change (up to 5 qts. 5w30/5w20)
• Coolant exchange (up to 1 gal.
additional quantity extra)
• Wiper blades (22" or larger add $4.00)
• Tire inspection and rotation
• Brake inspection
• Computerized diagnostic scan
• Complete maintenance inspection

313-887-0800

$

FROM

8990*
12000
value

$

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/15
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COMMUNITY

Residents Join Hands To Work Their
Way Through A Highly Successful Year
Mayor Rick Sollars’ call for “Changing Taylor Together” during
his 2013 campaign drive seemed to catch fire throughout 2014
as new elected officials, department heads, business leaders
and residents from all reaches of the City’s 24 square miles
joined hands on a number of issues.
The mayor seemed to start the ball
rolling just after he was elected in
November 2013, when he ran into a
tearful woman inside City Hall. As result
of that meeting, Mayor Sollars opened the
Heritage Park Petting Farm for 8-year-old
Dominick Keck, the woman’s grandson.
Dominick was suffering from an incurable
illness. He, his family and friends had a
memorable day at the farm visiting the
boy’s favorite animal, a donkey. A
subsequent City Council meeting marked
November 19, 2013, “Dominick Keck
Day.” The entire community seemed to
join in the boy’s happiness. While
Dominick lost his battle with cancer less
than a month later, his can-do spirit
seemed to carry through the ensuing
months.
Before 2013 even ended, good news was
popping up everywhere. The United Auto
Workers, Ford Motor Co., the City of

Taylor and the Downriver Fish & Loaves
Community Food Pantry created a
unique partnership to distribute over 300
boxes of turkey dinners to needy families
in the area.
Then, despite the loss of Ted Domski,
who died in December 2013 after a
lengthy illness, the rest of the Domski
Family celebrated its 15th “True Meaning
of Christmas Dinner” at the Ford Senior
Center. The dinner is a remarkable free
Christmas gathering that provides good
food and goodwill for anyone who shows
up. It’s an event that shows just what the
Domski Family thinks of its community.
The City of Taylor and Meijer again
combined on the “Shop with a Hero”
program, putting the “happy” in the
holiday season for many needy families in
the area behind the efforts of local police,
firefighters and military personnel. And
Mayor Sollars made it a point to bring
Christmas to City Hall, soliciting outside
donations to hold a free holiday lunch on
December 23 for employees as former
mayors Gregory Pitoniak and Don Zub
joined in the gathering.
While Michigan suffered through a
history-setting record winter season, the
can-do spirit didn’t seem to lose
momentum. Early in the year, two key
groups were created – the Pound Pals of
Community continued on page 24
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Taylor, a volunteer organization that would focus on supporting
the Taylor Animal Shelter, and the Taylor Dog Park Committee.
Pound Pals coordinated its efforts with the animal control
officers at the shelter, volunteering their time, raising money to
rescue animals and helping in special events. The dog park group
has yet to find a location for a facility, but nevertheless gained
plenty of momentum and support throughout 2014.
Communication is an important part of any good community,
and Mayor Sollars vowed to bring better and more transparency
to the information flow. Early in the year, he held the first State
of the City Address since 2011, a mid-day fundraiser in late
February to benefit the Penrickton Center for Blind Children
and the Taylor School Foundation for Educational Excellence.
Over 250 people attended the event, which was taped by The
News-Herald Newspapers and the City for future cable and
website use.
The Rotary Club of Taylor hosted the program and bestowed
the Paul Harris Fellow award recognition on Randy Fritz of
Fritz Enterprises. With most of the City’s elected officials in
attendance and the mayor at the podium, Taylor’s government
was united for the first time in several years as the mayor rolled
out a lengthy plan to improve the community through
independent thinking, grassroots work, integrity, stability, and
regional cooperation. That type of thinking resulted in the new
and improved Taylor Today magazine, expanding in size and
now publishing six times annually.
With a stress on “a community working together,” different
groups and individuals continued to step forward in an effort to
create a better Taylor. Part of that effort, naturally, was to
improve building blocks that were already in place.
In early March, the Taylor Veterans Home Program awarded
its second dwelling to the Christopher Holcomb family during an
emotional and highly publicized event on Polk Street. It was the
second Taylor house awarded to a veteran in less than six
months, and again marked collaboration between the City of
Taylor, The Home Depot Foundation and the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s Neighborhood
Stabilization Program. The NSP enables the City to match up
qualifying veterans with rehabilitated houses in the community,
while business partners and other organizations within the

community volunteer labor or funds to redevelop the dwelling.
The program’s next project is the old Sell House on Northline
Road, which is being rehabilitated for Enchanted Makeovers, a
non-profit 501(c)3.
That same month, Macy’s “Love Your Park” program ran a
month-long campaign enabling people to donate money to their
favorite park and have it matched by the company.
Simultaneously, Shwedel Dental ran its own matching campaign
for funds it was collecting, all focused on Heritage Park. The
effort raised near
$1,200.
In May, Pastor
Phillip Nissley of
the New Hope
Assembly of God
again organized and
coordinated the
National Day of
Prayer observance,
an event that
marked the 63rd
annual celebration
and brought
together churches
from across the
community to a gathering that attracted hundreds of residents.
Later in May, under the supervision of the Taylor Veterans
Museum Committee, Armed Forces Remembrance Day was
held and focused on military personnel that served during the
Vietnam War era. Hundreds of veterans were awarded a special
medal and mayoral letter. The event was so popular that a second
celebration was held in the City Hall Council Chambers in the
fall, honoring nearly 100 more Vietnam-era veterans.
And, of course, it wouldn’t have been May without Taylor’s
huge Relay for Life in Heritage Park, which attracted thousands
of participants and raised an estimated $140,000 to fight cancer.
Likewise, June kicked off with Mayor Sollars awarding the
City’s annual Mayor’s Scholarships to Truman High School’s
Brittany Sherry and Kennedy High School’s Lisa Gilmore. The
mayor vowed to increase the scholarship money in 2015.
Community continued on page 26
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Meanwhile, June also included the 14th Annual Ride for a
Reason, the Penrickton Center’s largest fundraiser sponsored by
Biker Bob’s. Then came the 10th annual “Friends 1K MS Walk,”
thanks to the efforts of long-time supporter Samara Wolf. The
month ended with the new and improved Taylor Summer
Festival, four days of carnivals, concerts and the Mascosponsored fireworks at Heritage Park, which benefited the four
Taylor Little Leagues and the Junior League World Series,
which was held for the 33rd time in August and won by Chinese
Taipei.
Taylor successfully hosted
the 29th Downriver Senior
Olympic Games in July, and
the Taylor Conservatory &
Botanical Gardens, for the
third straight season, hosted
the popular “Music and Art
in the Gardens” series from
June until late August,
sponsored by Fritz
Enterprises and Huron
Valley Steel.
Also in July, vandals broke
into the newly renovated
Northwest Park Pool and did damage, but Total Community
Credit Union donated $1,000 to cover all the expenses. In
August, as the Taylor Northwest Intermediate All-Star
baseball team became the first squad from Taylor to ever qualify
for a national World Series berth at that level, four local
companies – Midwest Sanitation, Hennessey Engineering,
Howard & Howard Attorney
PLLC and Area Towing –
stepped up to help defray the
costs of the trip to California
by donating over $1,000 each.
Spring 2014 had also started
a wave of volunteer efforts to
clean up the community. It all
started when Jim Taylor
approached the City about a
Heritage Park Clean Up Day.
Taylor’s efforts ended in
phenomenal success – over
260 people from Taylor and
the surrounding area showed up on April 19 with tons of trash
eventually trucked away. Jim Taylor’s efforts took the community
challenge to a higher level, and residents started to respond on a
regular basis.
Taylor Firefighters spent a day cleaning out Heritage Park’s
Coan Lake, despite a steady rain. City Councilmen Charley
Johnson and Alex Garza, unhappy with graffiti painted on the
Monroe Street underpass at I-94, recruited a large crew of people
that repainted and cleaned the area. Johnson then put together
his own crew to clean the lengthy, debris-filled exit from
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Telegraph Road to Ecorse Road, just north of Walmart.
Evangel Baptist Church sent a group of 50 teens and adults to
the City Hall complex to join with City maintenance staff,
collecting trash, trimming trees, sweeping leaves and throwing
mulch. Karen DePriest, best known for her effort in the
Kristen’s Legacy of Hope
campaign, didn’t like the
way the TelegraphGoddard road intersection
looked, so she gathered a
group of volunteers and
raked, weeded and
replanted around the flag
pole areas in the heavily
traveled sector.
The Kennedy High
School varsity baseball
team cleaned, repainted
playground equipment,
threw mulch and collected
tree trimmings in a small park north of Kinyon Elementary
School in early September. In October, the Women of the
Moose Chapter 992 Lodge 887, led by Angel LaBarge,
gathered a group of nearly 40 volunteers who cleaned, raked,
trimmed trees and generally put an entirely new face on Oak
Grove Cemetery on the City’s north end. In late November,
Pastor Jared Barringer and volunteers from Beacon Baptist
Church did the same thing to Golden Ridge Cemetery, north of
Heritage Park.
Dennis O’Connell of the Ecology Center continued his longtime work in and around
Coan Lake, with the help of
the City. As of this writing,
he was finishing work to
reactivate the waterwheel at
the center, which should
improve oxygenation levels
in the water and help the
eco-system. In October,
Doug Reimel of Prop &
Sail Inc./Angler’s Marine
donated two oil-free de-icers
to be used in the lake this
winter, again helping with
oxygenation levels.

Leaders

- Family Owned and Operated Since 1951-

in Short-Term
Rehabilitation
The Renaissance

We provide quick recovery by offering
quality care through our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

Preplanning Services Available

State of the Art Therapy
We provide one-on-one therapy seven days
a week, assuring continuous improvement.

Medical and Therapeutic Services
24-hour skilled nursing care
Specialized memory care • IV Therapy
Physical, occupational and speech therapy
Complex wound and clinical care

12575 South Telegraph • Taylor, MI 48180 • 734-287-4710

RegencyHCC.com

TAYLOR
23750 Goddard
(313) 291-1800
DEARBORN
(313) 278-5100

ALLEN PARK
(313) 928-2300

www.voranfuneralhome.com
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BUSINESS

Menards, Taylor Ford, Southland Center
top 2014 business developments
Business activity took a large turn for the good in 2014, as key
announcements dominated each quarter of the calendar year
Here’s a quick look back at the action:
Two very large developments
dominated the news in the first quarter of
2014, with the Gibraltar Trade Center
announcing that it was closing its Taylor
location and consolidating into its Mount
Clemens’ site. That announcement came
simultaneously with word that Menards
was purchasing the entire 80-plus acre
site for a new commercial development
near I-75 and Eureka Road. Menards plans
to raze the entire corner (only the Sprint
store front Eureka and the new Vitamin
Shoppe being built on the southeast

corner of Racho and Eureka will remain).
While there have been plenty of rumors as
to what the entire development will
eventually include, Menards was still
finalizing plans last month. The City of
Taylor is doing an extensive traffic study
to accommodate the development and
create the best traffic flow available in the
area.
Taylor Ford, which has been operating
out of three different Telegraph locations,
is in the midst of a $6 million expansion
into a single site at 13500 Telegraph. The
new Ford site will include a
72,000-square-foot building on 15 acres.
Rouse
Properties, owner
of Southland
Center,
announced huge
upgrades to the
facility centering
on new retailers
and the addition of
a 50,000-squarefoot NextGen
Cinemark theater that will take the place
of the old Mervyn’s. Cinemark is
scheduled to open in fall 2015. By
midyear 2014, Rouse had already added
120,000 square feet of new tenants over
an 18-month period, including Pink,
Business continued on page 30
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We Offer 12 Month / 12,000 Mile Nationwide Warranty and Roadside Assistance

Affordable Auto Service
• Engine & Transmission Specialist
• Engine Diagnostics
• Brakes
• Tune Ups
• Suspension

Honest Reliable Services
OPEN FROM
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
Saturday
8am-3pm

Best Prices In Town

All Major & Minor work Foreign & Domestic
Oil Change. New Tires. Used Tires. Tune Up. Brakes. Suspension
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8315 Allen Road • Allen Park, MI 48101

313-381-7400
Project and Property Manager for the City of Taylor for The Villages of
Taylor and The Commons Senior apartments since 1998

320 N. Main St., Suite 200 • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734.769.8520 ext. 265 • aberriz@mckinley.com
www.mckinley.com

Founded in 1968 and headquartered in Ann
Arbor, McKinley is a leading owner and manager
of multifamily real estate. Currently ranked #38
in the NMHC Top 50 list of national apartment
management companies, McKinley owns and
manages more 33,000 units throughout 25
states. McKinley specializes in solving complex
real estate problems for its own portfolio, as well
as a select clientele of institutional investors,
private equity clients and special servicers.
McKinley is a member of the National Housing
Council (NMHC) and is recognized by the
Institute of Real Estate Management (IREM) as an
Accredited Management Organization (AMO).

15150 Park Village Boulevard • Taylor, MI 48180 • 734-942-0180

The Parks features 2 and 3 bedroom townhome where you
can enjoy an affordable, quality living experience! The Parks
has a unique charm of its own with beautiful landscaping and
amenities designed with you in mind. Providing activities for
all ages including a resident clubhouse with a full kitchen,
children’s tot lots, dog park, and swimming pool you will
experience a premier service environment.
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Francesca’s, and ULTA Beauty as well as Forever 21’s
expansion into a 22,500-square-foot space (becoming a key
anchor tenant in the spring of 2013). JCPenney added a Sephora
location. Last month, Southland also announced that an H&M
(Hennes & Mauritz AB) clothing store will open a
24,000-square-foot
location in the mall
in fall 2015.
Officials at Rouse
vowed to heavily
upgrade the entire
Southland facility
and, as of this
publication, were
already working on
modernization and
improvements to concourses and lobby areas. By the end of the
renovation, Rouse’s total commitment will be in the tens of
millions of dollars. As this magazine was going to press,
Southland confirmed a new agreement with Zumiez, a cuttingedge store that offers clothing, footwear, accessories, DVDs and
skate and snow goods for active lifestyles. With 400 locations
across the country, Zumiez will be moving into the old Toys R Us
Express location this spring.
Volunteers of America Michigan broke ground in October
2014 on a Superior Parkway site (behind Target) that will be a
three-story, 77-unit housing facility for qualifying seniors.
The Taylor Readiness Center (Taylor Armory) finished $1.4
million in renovations in November, including an upgrade of
three weapons vaults; a new weapons simulation room; new
fitness room; installation of a national gas emergency backup
generator; installation of split air conditioning and heating units;
electrical upgrades; new offices and storage for family support
staff; new lighting on the
drill floor, lobby and
offices; new showers,
drying room and personal
lockers in the women’s
locker room; new
acoustics; and a break area
with kitchenette and
vending. The facility is
home to the HHC 177th
Military Police Brigade
and also houses the 210th
Military Police Battalion,
the 1776th Military Police Company and the B Company,
Recruiting and Retention Battalion.
Vibra and Oakwood Healthcare announced a joint venture at
Oakwood-Taylor Hospital, opening a Long Term Acute Care
Hospital covering 1,700 square feet and 40 beds. Later in the
year, Oakwood Hospital-Taylor was also named a 2013 Top
Performer on key quality measures by a leading accreditor of
health care organizations in the U.S.
The Home Depot Foundation, a major sponsor of the Taylor
30

TAYLOR TODAY

Veterans Home Program, announced a $24,000 grant to finish
the old Sell House on Northline Road near Heritage Park, which
will become the headquarters of Enchanted Makeovers, a
501(c)3 non-profit
that transforms
homeless shelters
across the nation.
SkyZone Indoor
Trampoline Park
opened in the
Taylor Retail
Center on Eureka
Road, along with
retailers Lumber
Liquidators and
PartyCity.
Walgreens
opened a
14,000-square-foot
location, taking the place of the old Sax Discount Sav-Mor
Pharmacy at Wick and Pardee.
In other 2014 business news:
Trimac Transportation Services started various upgrades;
OptimEyes, a Henry Ford Health System eye care provider,
opened on Eureka Road; Top Gun Shooting Sports celebrated
its 10th anniversary; Camp Canine opened on Racho Road;
Panera Bread opened on Eureka Road in the old Rio Bravo
building; Midway Sports and Entertainment on Van Born
expanded; Ceva Logistics reoccupied its Trolley Street location;
and American Distribution did the same to its Northline
Commerce Drive location.
Fan Favorites (sports memorabilia) opened inside the Taylor
Sportsplex; Pet Supplies Plus razed the old Kiefer’s Bar site on
Ecorse Road and is consructing a new building; T-Mobile rebuilt
the old Pooltown site on Telegraph; Tim Horton’s is finishing a
new restaurant on Telegraph Road; Domino’s opened on Ecorse
and Pardee; the Goddard Medical Building is planning an
expansion; Crown Eram reoccupied its Huron Street location;
and Georgetown Cooperatives expanded.
Shwedel Dental on Goddard Road expanded to double the
size of its offices; Matador Restaurant on Van Born Road
celebrated its 60th anniversary; Be Gorgeous salon relocated
and reopened in Southland Center; the Harvest Worship Center
on Wick planned an expansion; Studz Hardware and
Powersports is opening a new location in the old Mayfair Auto
on Van Born (Note: Studz’s Dearborn Heights’ location will
remain open); Metro Vapor Plus opened on Ecorse; Bierkeller
Tavern & Eatery opened on Goddard Road near Allen; and All
Tune and Lube opened on Goddard Road. Zubor Buick acquired
Maddox RV and plans an expansion along Telegraph Road;
Watson Engineering is moving forward with a 50,000-squarefoot new facility on Racho Road; and the Taylor Moose Lodge
was sold to Wayne Tree Manor and a new banquet facility is
planned.
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