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A Message from the Mayor
By Mayor Jeffrey P. Lamarand
Greetings once again.
It has now been one year since I came to work for the
citizens of Taylor, as your Mayor. A “trial by fire,”
some would call it, as we have had to deal with many
unfortunate circumstances
never seen by Taylor in its storied history. Besides being left
with an enormous budget deficit and a non-existent fund balance, we had the tragic losses
of Corporal Matthew Edwards
and Auxiliary Lieutenant Dan
Kromer. These two tragedies
are the first of their nature in
Taylor’s history and happened Mayor Lamarand
talks about the buda mere six weeks apart.
get at a recent Cof-

But, in the face of these two fee with the Mayor.
tragedies we have seen the
strength of our community; a strength that reaffirms
a pride and value that the residents of Taylor have in
their hometown. I am proud of our resiliency and
humbled to have the opportunity to serve you.
In the midst of all of this, we must be reminded that
the decisions of the last decade to balance the budget with fund balances and not reduce spending have

left us in a poor financial position to handle emergencies. More importantly, we must realize that we can
not operate in the status quo. We must continue to
change the way we do things and prioritize the purpose of Taylor’s city government. Additionally, blaming the State of Michigan for cutting revenue sharing
isn’t the answer; we must learn how to work and exist within our own means.
As I am entrusted with the management of your tax
dollars, my responsibility is to protect your interests.
And I have, first by reducing management and lowering salaries and benefits to new employees —“trimming the fat” one would call it. Second, we’ve been
trying to negotiate with our bargaining groups for
months and our goal is to reduce as much of the
associated costs as possible, not employees. Taylor has a great reputation of providing excellent service to its residents, and that is justifiable. We expect to continue to do so but, as I said, not the same
way we’ve always done it. We’ve been trying to work
with our employee groups to find common ground –
where the taxpayers get the greatest benefit.
To that end, I feel it is important to keep you up to
date as to where your tax dollars are going. The chart
below and the information on Page 3 provide a look
into your city’s budget.
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On the Cover of Taylor Info: The City of Taylor mourned the deaths of police Cpl. Matthew Edwards and auxiliary police Lt. Dan
Kromer during the summer of 2010. They were the first Taylor police officer and auxiliary officer killed in the line of duty. Followup coverage appears on Pages 4 and 5. Thank you to Michael Vela of the Taylor Information Technology Department for creating
the cover remembering the two fine officers. Also, thanks to Ron’s Graphics of Taylor for creating the badges.
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City of Taylor Budget Update
Last Spring, Taylor Info included an article on the
need for substantial cuts in the City of Taylor’s
General Fund budget. For too long, the city’s
annual budget had essentially been adopted with
a “structural deficit,” meaning that the normal
operating expenditures typically exceeded the expected operating revenues. City officials often relied on short-term fixes, such as selling city property, to generate funds to pay for operations, while
ignoring the long-term effects of failing to make
the budget cuts necessary to operate within a
truly balanced budget. In this article, we’ll update
you on our progress in addressing the fiscal
stress that has affected nearly every municipality in Michigan.
First of all, the administration has taken a conservative approach toward the estimation of revenues. Tax revenues are expected to be down
approximately $2 million citywide, primarily as a
result of plummeting property values. Also, stateshared revenues, which have dropped every
year since 2001, were budgeted at 90% of the
prior year amount promised by the State of Michigan in anticipation of typical mid-year cuts by
state officials as they try to balance their own budget. Overall revenues for the fiscal year that
ended June 30, 2010, were just over $55 million,
but are estimated at under $52 million for the current fiscal year. Revenues are likely to drop even
further in the fiscal year that begins July 1, 2011.

City of Taylor General Fund
Comparison of Budgets for FYE 2011 vs. FYE 2010

Departments
City Council

Final

10/31/2010

Amended Budget

Current Budget

FYE 6/30/10
142,000

FYE 6/30/11
$
135,000

% Change
From FYE
2010
Inc (Decrease)
-5%

1,504,700

1,570,700

4%

Mayor

285,200

217,000

-24%

Assessor

362,500

377,200

4%

Corporate Counsel

310,000

132,000

-57%

City Clerk

440,900

356,000

-19%

Budget & Finance

503,400

428,000

-15%

Human Resources

652,000

552,400

-15%

Treasurer

390,300

349,700

-10%

Information Technologies

589,000

477,800

-19%

Building & Grounds

4,064,300

3,488,200

-14%

Utilities

1,130,000

1,100,000

-3%

Police Dept.

13,276,355

12,011,400

-10%

Fire Dept.

7,978,500

7,212,500

-10%

Ordinance Enforcement

362,100

349,100

-4%

Planning

122,500

147,000

20%

Economic Development

396,500

232,200

-41%

23rd District Court

530,300

443,000

-16%

DPW

1,710,977

1,465,600

-14%

Solid Waste

4,676,506

4,478,200

-4%

Street Lighting

1,475,000

1,300,000

-12%

213,200

149,700

-30%

Animal Shelter

Housing and Neigh. Dev.
Parks, Recreation &
Senior Services

The expenditures for the fiscal year that ended
2,277,100
1,525,775
-33%
June 30, 2010, were budgeted at $61.2 million,
Library
821,900
836,100
2%
Employee Fringe
but mid-year cost-saving efforts reduced the acBenefits
14,049,800
10,938,200
-22%
tual expenditures to approximately $58.2
Risk
Management
1,140,000
1,050,000
-8%
million…still $3 million more than the revenues.
General
Administration
684,000
409,500
-40%
The payroll has been reduced more than 5%
during the 2010 calendar year as compared to
Motor Vehicle Pool
1,124,300
887,500
-21%
2009, despite the fact that no new union conDebt Service
2,700
2,700
0%
tracts have been settled. The fiscal year 2011
$ 61,216,038
$ 52,622,475
Total
-14%
budget reflects the administration’s efforts to cut
costs, as expenditures in the General Fund are
budgeted at $52.6 million for the current year. The chart on this page shows the comparison between the previous
and current fiscal year expenditure budgets on a departmental basis.
The administration is hopeful that once agreements are reached on the various union contracts, additional cost
savings will be achieved, not only for the current year but for future years as well. As noted in the previous Taylor
Info article, negotiating cost savings in the area of employee fringe benefits is critical to reducing the biggest part of
the budget. However, with one-third of the budget year already gone, it’s likely that the city will need to dip into some
of its savings from the prior year to offset some potential cost overruns. The city has yet to see any anticipated
savings in health care or compensated absences, and costs for pensions are expected to continue to rise. With
revenues continuing to drop and costs increasing in some areas, the administration understands that, without
increases to productivity and efficiency, services to the residents may suffer.
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A Letter of Thanks from the Taylor Police Department
The past months have been very troubling and emotional for
all of us at the Taylor Police Department. We lost our brother,
Cpl. Matthew Edwards, to a senseless tragedy. Then only
weeks later, we lost Auxiliary Police Lt. Dan Kromer in
another act of violence.
My deepest sympathy goes out to the families of Cpl.
Edwards and Lt. Kromer. I pray they find comfort from their
faith, family and friends during this difficult time. Please
continue to keep them in your prayers as well.
I would like to thank the community of Taylor and the many
people that have called, e-mailed, visited, sent flowers and
food, and lent support in any way. We thank the police
agencies that gave their services to our city so that our
officers could grieve and attend funeral services. Our department will never be able to adequately express our gratitude
for your thoughts and prayers during this dark time.
We have been supported by hundreds of law-enforcement
agencies from across the country. This inspires us. But it
also reminds us that we must heal, forge ahead and do our
utmost to carry out our sworn duties.

While these losses are devastating for our department, I
remain proud of the men and women of the Taylor Police
Department and Taylor Auxiliary Police.
These recent events have made us even more proud of the
profession of law enforcement. Our fallen brothers died
helping others. They are “heroes.” At Cpl. Edwards’ funeral
service, it was said, “Hero is more than a word to us. It is a
tribute given to those few who despite fear and despite
personal danger, act with courage and coolness and generosity at the toughest of times, and sometimes at the very
cost of their lives.”
I, along with the entire Taylor Police Department, extend our
gratitude for your support and kind sympathy in the passing
of two of our brothers. It will never be forgotten. Matt and Dan
will never be forgotten.
May God bless you and your families and the Taylor community.
Chief Dale Tamsen
Taylor Police Department

Officers killed in the line of duty will be linked forever
The dates of July 23 and September 7, 2010, will live in
infamy in the City of Taylor.
On July 23, Taylor police Cpl. Matthew Edwards was killed in
the line of duty – shot to death while investigating a reported
burglary.
Just 47 days later, September 7, Taylor auxiliary police Lt.
Dan Kromer was killed in the line of duty when he was struck
by a car while assisting motorists on the I-94 freeway.
Two men face multiple criminal charges, including murder,
and are being held in the Wayne County Jail pending trial:
In the Edwards case, the 36-year-old assailant from
Westland was shot by Cpl. Edwards’ partner. He was treated
for his injuries and remains in custody.
In the Kromer incident, a 40-year-old Dearborn man who fled
the scene of the I-94 accident was apprehended at his
girlfriend’s home after a tip by a Dearborn resident and
exhaustive investigative work by police.
Cpl. Edwards was the first police officer killed in the line of
duty in Taylor history. He had been with the Taylor Police
Department since 2005 after graduating from the Detroit
Police Academy and working as a Detroit police officer. He is
survived by a wife and two young children.
Lt. Kromer is the only officer killed in the line of duty in the
history of the Taylor Auxiliary Police – a department made up
entirely of volunteers. Lt. Kromer served for 20 years. He also
worked in federal protective services, guarding federal
buildings. A husband and father, Kromer lived in Newport.

Lt. Dan Kromer

Cpl. Matthew Edwards

How to donate to officers’ families
Memorial funds have been established for the families of
Cpl. Matthew Edwards and Lt. Dan Kromer:
A private fund has been established with the Thin Blue Line
of Michigan at PNC Bank for the family of Cpl. Edwards.
Donations may be mailed to the Thin Blue Line of Michigan
at P.O. Box 415, Howell, MI 48844. Please refer to account
number 42440507084. A tax-deductible receipt will be
provided.
Donations can be made to the Family of Dan Kromer in care
of the Thin Blue Line at any PNC Bank, account 4244506209.
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Above, fellow officers and their families pay
their respects during Lt. Dan Kromer’s funeral
at the Heinz Prechter Educational and Performing Arts Center at the Downriver Campus of
Wayne County Community College District in
Taylor. At right, the procession for Cpl. Matthew
Edwards passes under an American Flag
hoisted by Taylor firefighters as area residents
showed their support on Goddard Road. Officers from around the country and people from
across the region showed their support.

Corvette raffle raising funds for family of slain Taylor police officer
Since the deaths of Taylor police Cpl. Matthew Edwards and
auxiliary police Lt. Dan Kromer, fellow officers, several local
business owners, church groups and volunteers have organized fund-raisers for the families of the late officers.
One effort that continues through January 3, 2011, is the raffle
of a 2011 ZR1 Corvette at Taylor Chevrolet, 13801 Telegraph.
Each ticket costs $100 with the proceeds of $75,000 to
$85,000 being donated to the Matthew Edwards Trust Fund
for the corporal’s wife and two young children. After at least
2,200 tickets are sold, the drawing would take place on January 3, 2011, at Taylor Chevrolet, 13801 Telegraph Road.
The auto dealer will pay the federal, state and sales tax on
behalf of the winner. The license and all financial transactions
are being handled by the Thin Blue Line, a nonprofit organization that supports police officers, including assisting with Cpl.
Edwards’ funeral arrangements.
Tickets are available at:
•Taylor Chevrolet, 13801 Telegraph Road
•The Taylor Police Department, 23515 Goddard Road
•The Taylor Midtown Fire Station, 23345 Goddard Road
•Lakes of Taylor Golf Club, 25505 Northline Road
•Taylor Meadows Golf Club, 25360 Ecorse Road
•Mayor’s Office at Taylor City Hall, 23555 Goddard Road
“Taylor Chevrolet regrets this unfortunate incident and felt compelled to do something for the family of the slain officer, Matthew Edwards,” said Taylor Chevrolet owner Bill Perkins. “The
City of Taylor Police Department provides us the safety and
peace of mind every day and this is the least we could do to

Standing with a ZR1 Corvette at Taylor Chevrolet are Mayor
Jeffrey P. Lamarand (left), New Car Sales Manager Jody
Lee Smith, dealership owner Bill Perkins, Police Chief
Dale Tamsen and General Manager Mark Montante.

show our appreciation for the services they provide – not only
to us, but the entire community of Taylor, Michigan.”
Taylor Mayor Jeffrey P. Lamarand and Chief of Police Dale
Tamsen praised Taylor Chevrolet for the company’s generous
support of the city and Police Department.
The Corvette has been displayed at various public events. For
more information, contact Taylor Chevrolet at (734) 287-2600.
Mayor Lamarand thanked all organizations and individuals that
have raised funds for the Edwards and Kromer families.
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Free smoke detectors & batteries

Taylor Info

Taylor recognized for positive entrepreneurial climate

Members of the Taylor firefighters union will install 10-year battery smoke alarms in Taylor residents’ homes upon request. Residents of singlefamily dwellings are encouraged to contact the
Fire Department to arrange for the installation of
life-saving smoke alarms inside their home. Call
(734) 374-1355 for details and to complete the
request form.

The City of Taylor has been recognized for its work to foster entrepreneurial growth and economic development in a study by researchers at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn's Center for Innovative Research (iLabs).

“Many homes in the City Of Taylor may not have
any smoke alarms, not enough smoke alarms,
alarms that are too old, or alarms that are not
working,” said Lt. Stan Pochron, president of the
Taylor Professional Firefighters Union IAFF Local 1252. “We want residents to understand that
working smoke alarms are needed in every home,
on every level (including the basement), and outside each sleeping area. And, if a smoke alarm
is 10 years old or older, it needs to be replaced.”

The eCities research surveyed
more than 100 communities in
the state that are home to
128,242 entrepreneurs who
earned $3.4 billion in annual income. The communities also had
$1.2 billion in commercial development last year and account for
nearly half the state’s commercial property.

Roughly two-thirds of all home fire deaths result
from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no
“working” smoke alarms.

Taylor was one of only two fourstar communities in the Downriver
area. The other was Romulus.

The smoke alarms are being supplied by
Children's Hospital of Michigan, which received
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Center for Disease Control and
Prevention and Kohl's Department Stores.

“The focus of this project is assisting local communities by
identifying best practices and
methods that they can implement which will aid with job growth strategies, economic diversification and development of entrepreneurs,” said
Tim Davis, director of iLabs.

In related news, Fire Marshal John Hager received a grant from Energizer to promote the
“change your clocks, change your batteries”
smoke alarm maintenance campaign. Residents
interested in a free 9-volt battery for their smoke
detectors should visit the Midtown Fire Station
on Goddard Road or call (734) 374-1355 for more
information.

The annual eCities research project, which began in 2007, uses data
supplied by the participants as well as other public records to assemble
a six-factor, 30-item index to encourage entrepreneurial activity, looking
at such factors as clustering, incentives, growth, policies, community
and education. The study focuses on entrepreneurship because of its
importance to expansion and diversification of Michigan’s regional economies and the impact small businesses have on job creation.

Grant provides safety equipment
Taylor firefighters are using new protective equipment that keeps them safe while responding to
fires.

Taylor was honored as a four-star
community. In all, 55 Michigan
communities were recognized
during the study.

Rob Fowler, president of the Small
Business Association of Michigan,
and Kim Schatzel, dean of the U of
M-Dearborn College of Business
present Taylor’s four-star recognition to City Council Chairwoman
Cheryl
Burke
and
Michael
O’Malley, manager of marketing
and economic development.

Federal grant will increase energy efficiency, save money
The City of Taylor has received an Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant for $596,000 from the U.S. Department of Energy. The grant
funds projects that reduce energy use and fossil fuel emission and that
improve energy efficiency.

The Fire Department received
a
$149,000
Homeland
Security/
FEMA Assistance
to
Firefighter
Grant. Most of the funds were used to purchase
25 self-contained breathing apparatus and related equipment. The rest was spent on training
on how to use the equipment. The city was required to provide a $29,000 “match” in order to
access the grant.

The city’s main use of the grant will be to increase energy efficiency and
reduce energy consumption and costs through efficiency improvements.
Projects include the following:

The new equipment features modern technology
and safety features. It replaced old equipment,
some of which did not meet mandates.

The projected savings is expected to yield $145,043 annually and have a
return in eight years

The old roof system at the DPW is being replaced with a new reflective
PVC, Energy Star, Cool Roof, which will be more energy efficient, affording energy cost savings while reducing the Heat Island effect and reducing carbon emissions.
There are 126 parking lot lights and 172 interior lights being replaced in
the city, reducing utility costs and increasing energy efficiency.
At The Villages of Taylor, apartment communities that are owned by the
City of Taylor, The Springs will have four original, outdated boilers replaced with high energy efficient boilers and The Courtyards will have 20
original, outdated boilers replaced with high energy efficient boilers. The
new boilers will substantially reduce energy and consumption and costs.

Taylor Info
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City’s aggressive demolition program is under way
The demolition of 20 unsafe, unoccupied and abandoned structures in Taylor got under way as workers began knocking down
the former Monroe Elementary School.
The school building, located on Monroe north of Wick Road, is
one of three schools and 20 structures targeted by the city in
what Mayor Jeffrey P. Lamarand called one of the most aggressive demolition projects in Taylor history.
Other school buildings scheduled to be razed are the remains
of the former Taylor Center High School at Wick and Westlake
roads and the former Bartlett/Racho Elementary School. Monroe and Bartlett/Racho are both located on Monroe about a
half-mile from one another.
Also on the demolition list are 14 single-family homes, the
shell of two structures that were once slated to become the
Taylor Meadows Condominiums on Beech Daly near Ecorse
Road and a former commercial building near Truman High
School at Beech Daly and Goddard Road.
Home demolitions began at dwellings that were deemed the
most dangerous at a pace of one house per day.

Mayor Jeffrey Lamarand watches a home on Hipp Street
get demolished. The dwelling is one of 15 on the city’s
list of dangerous homes scheduled to be razed.

The first seven homes on the list are located at
5845 Hipp, 24225 Beverly, 6081 Glenis, 24135
Kensington, 5842 Buck, 5827 Cherokee and 11093
Syracuse.
Other addresses targeted for demolition are located
8050 Robert, 7941 Cornell, 5921 Weddell, 26925
Wick, 14220 and 11049 Beech Daly and 6513 and
15195 Buck.
Of the 14 single-family homes, nine are owned by
the city. Five are privately owned.
Mayor Lamarand said seven of the homes were
acquired by the city for $1 each as part of the
federally supported Taylor Cares program and are
simply too costly to rehabilitate and put back on
the market.
The Mayor said the city agreed to work with the Taylor School
District, which cannot afford to demolish buildings. The city is
funding the demolition of Taylor Center with part of its share of
federal Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) funds.

Taylor Center High School alumni gather in front of the
former school building during an impromptu two-hour
reunion on November. 13. TC is one of three school buildings on the demolition list.

In addition, city Building and Safety Director Rocky Alazazi
and Community Development Coordinator John Carter successfully petitioned Wayne County for additional NSP funding for
the other structures.
Carter said the former Bartlett/Racho school should be demolished by the end of November. He said Taylor Center will be
razed as soon as on-site work is completed by DTE Energy -“hopefully by the end of the year.”
In some cases, the property will turn into green space. Some
adjacent residential property owners have inquired about purchasing some of the property to expand their lots.
Ridding the city of dangerous and abandoned buildings has
been a major goal of the Lamarand administration.
“Many of these properties were unsafe and a blight to the community,” Mayor Lamarand said. “Our residents have told us
this work is very important to them and I agree. We need to
protect the health and welfare of Taylor.”

One of the city’s worst eyesores is arguably the Taylor
Meadows Condominiums -- which never became condos
after all. Now they are scheduled for demolition.
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Snow Removal/Emergency
The City of Taylor Emergency Snow Removal Ordinance states
that parking on streets in Taylor is prohibited when a snow emergency is declared. In the event of a snow emergency, please
tune to your local TV and radio stations. Please remove all vehicles from the street for plowing.
Neighborhoods will be plowed in conjunction with rubbish routes.
Smaller trucks will clear the path of those living near a dead end
or a cul-de-sac. All major and secondary roads must be plowed
first and kept open for police runs, fire and safety rescues, schools
and public safety.
Major streets such as Wick, Goddard, Pardee and Beech Daly
are city streets and will be plowed by the Taylor crews.
Wayne County is responsible for plowing the following: Telegraph,
Eureka, Northline, Ecorse and the city limit roads Van Born,
Pennsylvania, Allen, Pelham and Inkster.
Plowing snow into the street is a violation of city ordinance. For
more information, contact the Department of Public Works at
(734) 374-1373.

Members of the Taylor Historical Commission and
city officials gather outside the historic Knope Farmhouse in Heritage Park.

Trash, Christmas Trees & Compost

Taylor Historical Commission
wants to add to its collection

•Trash collection will be made each week according to the area’s
schedule, unless a holiday falls on or before your regular pickup
day. There will be a one-day delay on Thanksgiving Day and the
Friday after. Pickup during the weeks of Christmas and New
Year’s Day will be on schedule. Pickup will take place on the
regularly scheduled day on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.
•Compost pickup will end the last week of November and will
resume the first week of March.
•Each year, there is a Christmas tree pick-up from the last week
of December through the second week of January.
•Christmas trees are considered regular trash and will not be
picked up by a compost truck due to possibility of contaminations.
•The Taylor Hills Compost Site and Transfer Station is located at
16300 Racho Road. Winter site hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For more information, call the Department
of Public Works at (734) 374-1373.

Neighborhood Stabilizaton Program
To date, the City of Taylor has purchased 25 homes for rehab/
resale using federal funding through the Neighborhood Stabilizaton
Program (NSP). Eleven of the homes have been rehabilitated
and resold to qualified buyers. Ten more homes are being rehabbed. One home has been assigned to Habitat for Humanity
and will be rehabbed this winter. To inquire about home availability, call (734) 374-1366.
NSP funds also are being used to demolish former school buildings (see Page 7) and to purchase the unfinished portion of the
Pinewood Condominiums.

Emergency Home Repair Loans
The City of Taylor’s portion of Community Development Block
Grant funds are available to address leaking roofs, failed furnaces
and other emergency repairs. Families in need of emergency
repairs to their homes may call (734) 374-1366 to see if they are
eligible for assistance.

The Taylor Historical Commission is a governmental
branch of the City of Taylor. The commission’s purpose is
to further the interest of the people in all matters related
to the history of Taylor and its environs.
Among the commissioners’ duties is to help maintain a
historical museum in Heritage Park and a research collection of materials in the Taylor Community Library.
The commission is reaching out to the community to help
document and preserve Taylor history – even back to township days. Commissioners are interested in people that
have resided in Taylor as well as businesses, institutions
and organizations.
“We urge you to inspect your basements, attics and file
drawers,” said Chairman Wayne Woodford. “Do you have
old documents, maps or photographs destined to end up
in the trash? We urge you to instead donate them to us.
“Alternatively, tell us what you have and allow us to make
copies. Do you have stories to tell of past events or the
way things ‘used to be?’ If so, we urge you to let us know.”
The items of interest are broad in scope. Some examples:
Pictures, including early residents, school yearbooks,
classroom, sports teams, Taylor buildings, Taylor scenes
and Taylor events.
Business, including farm records, deeds, ledgers, employees and products.
Organizations, including meeting minutes, membership,
activities, apparel and awards.
Personal items, including birth certificates, death certificates, military records, military uniforms, antique cloths
and antique property.
For more information or to make a donation, call (313)
320-2133.
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Road Projects
Taylor Conservatory Foundation
Calendar of Events
All events are free, unless otherwise posted. Donations are
welcome! All proceeds are used to maintain and develop the
gardens of the Taylor Conservatory, located on Northline Road,
east of Pardee. Applications can be obtained from the Taylor
Conservatory Foundation website, www.taylorconservatory.org,
or by calling (888) 383-4108.
Friday, Nov. 26, Walk Off Dinner at the “C,”.3-4 p.m. Did
you enjoy a little too much holiday cooking? Or just need a
break from Black Friday shopping? Stop by the Taylor Conservatory the day after Thanksgiving and join a group hike
around Heritage Park. Burn some extra calories, breathe in
some fresh air and have some good conversation, too.
Saturday, Nov. 27, Holiday Tree Lighting and Sing-along,
6 p.m. (See Page 14 for details.)
Attention photo buffs! The Taylor Conservatory Photography
Contest has been extended until December 31. There are categories for children, adult amateurs and professionals. Winners will be announced in early 2011. Entry forms are available at www.taylorconservatory.org.
Tuesday, Dec. 21, Winter Solstice Walk, 5-6 p.m. Dress
for the occasion and welcome in winter with a brisk full moon
walk at the park. Meet at the conservatory. To register, send
e-mail to info@taylorconservatory.org or call 888-383-4108.
Saturday, March 19: Growing Great Gardens Begins! The
Taylor Conservatory Foundation, in a partnership with the Taylor Garden Club and Wayne County Community College District, will host its third annual gardening education classes on
March 19. Check out all the things you need to start growing.
This fee-based event includes four classes, box lunch, the
opportunity to win prizes and shop at the Garden Marketplace
and more! Watch for more details on classes and registration
at www.taylorconservatory.org
Sunday, March 20, Spring Solstice Walk, 6-7 p.m. Time to
blow out the winter doldrums! With a little luck, participants
will walk into spring with warm breezes. Either way, there will
be some exercise, fresh air and conversation.

Show your holiday spirit!
The Taylor Beautification Commission invites Taylor residents
and business owners to “Show Your Holiday Spirit” by displaying holiday lights and decorations. One of the objectives
of the commission is to recognize beauty throughout the city
during the holiday season. Commissioners will view holiday
decorations during the first week of December. While not a
competition, the goal of the promotion is to raise community
spirit.

•Various local asphalt streets were resurfaced using a chip
seal and slurry method. This process involves applying a
chip seal to the road to seal cracks, which gives the road a
gravel appearance. Once the chip seal has settled, a slurry
coating is applied to give a new, black, skid resistant surface.
•More than 700 yards of cement were poured for local road
repairs by city employees.
•I-94 ramps at Ecorse Road were realigned and reconstructed.
•Van Born from Telegraph to Monroe was resurfaced.
•Allen Road from Pennsylvania to Northline is being resurfaced, including curb repair, sidewalks, sidewalk ramps and
drainage structure work.
•I-75 ramps on Allen Road will be realigned and reconstructed in spring 2011.

Ditch Enclosure Update
Over the last year, the Department of Public Works enclosed
137 ditches, utilizing 5,000 feet of culvert pipe. The majority
of the work was completed in the subdivision off of Ecorse
and Troy, the area that had the highest number of requests
for ditch enclosures. Once the frost hits the ground, the
enclosures will be suspended until spring. Stay tuned for
further updates.

AARON D. COX
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
Our office is proud to support the City of
Taylor and its residents. All Taylor residents
receive 25% off legal services!
Practicing in the Areas of:
Landlord/TenantLand Contracts
Real Estate MattersEstate Planning
Corporate LawBusiness Formation
Criminal DefenseGeneral Civil Suits
Initial consultations are always FREE.

Criminal Defense from as little as $250
Law Offices of Aaron D. Cox, PLLC
23944 Eureka Road, Suite 107
Taylor, Michigan 48180
Payment Plans
www.aaroncoxlaw.com
Office (734) 287-3664
Fax (734) 287-1277
aaron@aaroncoxlaw.com

Accepted for
All Services

Month to Month Rentals
Meals and Housekeeping
Services
Full Activity Program
Complimentary Scheduled
Van Transportation
Supportive Care Services
Available

Southland

734-946-9900

25250 Eureka Rd., Taylor, Mi 48180
W. of Telegraph
www.americanhouse.com
TDD#: 800-649-3777

AW
orld Of Dif
way
World
Diffference A Phone Call A
Aw
Taylor Int
ernal Medicine Associat
es
Internal
Associates
A Division of Millenium Medical Gr
oup South, P
.C.
Group
P.C.

Viorel Lupu, M.D.
23300 Ecor
se R
oad at P
ardee - (3
13) 29
1-9500
Ecorse
Road
Pardee
(31
291-9500
Dr. Lupu and his staff welcome you and your family
for all of your medical needs
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
Our office features state-of-the-art medical services in a highly
competent, friendly and compassionate environment
- Board Certified in Internal Medicine Since 1995
- Staff Physician, Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center
- Staff Physician, Oakwood Heritage Hospital
- Served as Chief Medical Resident at Oakwood Hospital for 2 Consecutive Years
- Graduate of the University of Medicine Carol Davila in Bucharest, Romania

Dr. Viorel Lupu, M.D
M.D.

Taylor Info
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Taylor Community Library
The Taylor Community Library is located at 12303 Pardee Road.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday.
For more information, call (734) 287-4840 or visit the library Web site www.taylor.lib.mi.us  Fax and color copier available

Storytime and crafts for children

Taylor Garden Club
members Nancy
Smith and Mary
Krzeczkowski
presented 22
children’s books on
butterflies, ecology
and garden-related
subjects to the
Taylor Community
Library.

Toddler Storytime FOR CHILDREN AGES  TO ³ FEATURES A VARI
ety of activities, including stories, finger plays and songs. Sessions are scheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesdays, January 11 to February 15, and 1 p.m. Tuesdays, March 15 to April 12.
Preschool Storytime FOR CHILDREN AGES ³ TO  FEATURES STO
ries and a simple craft. Sessions are scheduled for 1 p.m.
Tuesdays, January 11 to February 15 and March 15 to April
12; also, 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, January 13 to February 17 and
March 17 to April 14.

Book-reading club for adults
Adults meet once a month in a relaxed setting to discuss
books. Book club meetings start at 6:30 p.m. the third
Wednesday of each month.

Monthly craft time for children in grades kindergarten through
third grade are scheduled for January 26, February 23 and
March 23. Call the library for times.
Registration for all children’s programs begins two weeks before the program dates.

Free admission to museums

Used book sales

The Museum Adventure Pass program offers free or reduced
admission to many area attractions. Visit the website
www.detroitadventurepass.org for details.

The Friends of the Library hold used book sales the third Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Log Cabin
in Heritage Park. The sales include videos, DVDs and a variety of hard and soft cover books at very reasonable prices.
Gently used books can be donated at the library.

Jordan Durant, 8, of
Taylor reads to Retriever
Corgi Beau and handler
Cindy Leskun during the
Read to a Fur Angel
program at the Taylor
Community Library. The
program encourages
children to read in a
calm setting.

Multi-million dollar renovations are
in place at Regency Healthcare
Centre of Taylor. Regency, a sponsor of activities at Taylor's Ford
Senior Center and Taylor Info, is a
premier short-term rehabilitation facility located at 12575 Telegraph
Road between Goddard and
Northline roads in Taylor. Renovations include a new 2,300square-foot therapy gym featuring
state-of-the-art equipment; a
2,300-square-foot movie theater
featuring current and classic box
office hits for patients; and more.
For more information, visit the
website www.RegencyHCC.com
or call (734) 287-4710.

Leisure Times

News from the Departments of Golf, Parks and Recreation and Senior Services

Santa and Mrs. Claus
invite you to a holiday
parade and Santa’s
Magic Forest
At Noon on Saturday, November 27, a
parade will kick off Downriver’s finest
holiday display, Santa’s Magic Forest!
Bring the family out and be among the
first to watch Santa arrive by fire truck
followed by a parade around Heritage
Park at 12111 Pardee Road. Hot
chocolate will be available for purchase
to help keep warm.
Santa’s Magic Forest is an indoor
magical winter wonderland of animated
characters and beautiful holiday light
displays, set up in the Heritage Park
Activity Building.
Photos with Santa by Rosecrans
Picture Perfect Photography will be
available for purchase. Special holiday
entertainment will be performed by
various groups in the Downriver
community.
A portion of the proceeds benefit
the Fish and Loaves Community
Food Pantry.

SANT
A’S MA
GIC FOREST
SANTA
MAGIC
HOURS
Fridays: 5 to 8 p.m.
Saturdays: 1 to 8 p.m.
Sundays: 1 to 7 p.m.
Also open the week of Christmas,
December 20-22, from 1 to 7 p.m.
ADMISSION: $ 3; $2 for Seniors and
Children 10 and under
MORE INFORMATION
Call (734) 374-3906 or (734) 442-0031
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Ballet Americana’s Nutcracker returns for 30th year
The holidays are not complete
without the production of “The
Nutcracker” by Taylor’s Ballet
Americana with the Detroit
Symphony Civic Orchestra.

This year’s guest artists are
Andrew Veyette and Megan
Fairchild, principal dancers with
New York City Ballet, and Brittany
Deggorft and Alberto Velazquez
from American Ballet Theater.

This year’s 30th annual performances are scheduled for
December 3 and 4 at the Ford
Community & Performing Arts
Center (Michael A. Guido Theater) at 15801 Michigan Avenue,
Dearborn.

The artistic directors are Patricia
Squire Lorenz and Leif Lorenz.
Charles Burke is conductor of the
DSO.
“We are so proud to represent
the performing arts for our own
City of Taylor, whose support over
the years has helped us attain
national recognition for excellence,” said Joy Squire, founder
and director of Ballet American
and the Taylor Dance Program.

Performance times are 8 p.m.
Friday, December 3, and 1 and 7
pm. Saturday, December 4.
Ballet Americana’s “Nutcracker”
boasts enchanting characters,
lavish costumes and sets, worldclass dancing and a heartwarming Tchaikovsky score
accompanied by the Detroit
Symphony Civic Orchestra.
Follow the adventures of Clara
and her Prince as they battle the
evil Mouse King and travel to

the magnificent Land of the
Sweets, where the graceful Sugarplum Fairy reigns. “The Nutcracker” is a holiday favorite for
the whole family.

Holiday Tree Lighting and Sing-Along
at the Taylor Conservatory
Ring in the holidays with family and friends during the
third annual Holiday Tree Lighting and Sing-Along from
6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, November 27, at the Taylor Conservatory and Botanical Gardens.
Participants will sing songs of the season and light up
the 20-foot Christmas tree under the conservatory dome.
There will be plenty of refreshments and cookies provided.
For more conservatory activities, see Page 9.

Community Chorus Christmas Concert
at the Ford Senior Center
The annual Christmas Concert will be performed by the
Taylor Community Chorus starting at 6 p.m. Sunday, November 28, at the William D. Ford Senior Activity Center.
Tickets are $5 each. For tickets or more information,
call Director Mark Ennis at (313) 717-1242.
Tickets also will be available at the door of the Ford Center, which is located at 6750 Troy, west of Telegraph Road
and north of Ecorse Road.

Ticket prices range from $12 to
$24. Call the box office at (313)
943-2354 or order online at
www.dearborntheater.com. The
website displays the theater
seating and you can choose the
seats you like.

Free Christmas Dinner
For the 12th straight year, free Christmas dinner will be
provided to anyone – especially those alone, less fortunate
and hungry – at Taylor’s William Ford Senior Activity Center.
The “True Meaning of Christmas” dinner is set for noon to 3
p.m. Christmas Day, December 25. The Ford Center is located
at 6750 Troy, just west of Telegraph and north of Ecorse.
The meal is provided by members of the Domski family, who
decided 12 years ago to end their annual gift exchange and
put the money toward a meal for everyone to enjoy.
The city donates the use of the Ford Center. Dozens of
volunteers help the Domskis set up the center, prepare and
serve the food and clean up the hall afterward. Hundreds of
people take part in the free meal every year.
The delicious meal will include turkey, ham, white and sweet
potatoes, gravy, corn, green bean casserole, salad,
beverages, desserts and all the trimmings.
“We welcome everyone who is interested in joining us,” said
Larry Domski, a city inspector. “No one will go hungry or be
alone on Christmas.” Local organizations and churches are
asked to spread the word about the dinner.
Those who cannot arrange transportation to the Ford Center
can call for a free ride in advance or on the day of the event.
The telephone number is (313) 291-7740.

Leisure Times
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2011 Pavilion Rentals Begin January 4
2011 pavilion rentals will be accepted beginning January 4.
The Parks & Recreation Office will open at 9 a.m. Park
pavilions are a great place to hold family reunions, birthday
parties, company picnics, graduation parties and many
other special gatherings. All rentals require a refundable
security deposit of $100. The security deposit and rental fee
must be paid at the time of reservation. Only a check or
money order may be used for the security deposit. Summer
weekends tend to book early so don’t miss out on securing
your special date. Please visit www.cityoftaylor.com for a list
of parks amenities as well as a list of which Taylor parks
offer rental pavilions. For additional information, call (734)
374-3906.

2011 Senior Cards on Sale January 4
Senior Cards for the 2011 calendar year will be available for
purchase beginning January 4 at the Parks and Recreation
Office, 22805 Goddard Road. The cards are available to
seniors ages 55 and over. The card can be used for unlimited swimming whenever city swim is offered during the 2011
calendar year. Card holders also receive special discounts
at the Taylor Recreation Center, William D. Ford Senior
Activity Center and more. The purchase price is $30 for
Taylor residents and $40 for non-residents. Please call (734)
374-3906 for additional information.

Just for YOUth – MYAC Presents:
Battle of the Bands: Sign up now!
Battle of the Bands returns in 2011. The Mayor’s Youth
Advisory Council is seeking “TEEN” bands to compete
in the Battle of the Bands on April 15, 2011.The competition will be held at the Heritage Park Activity Building
from 6 to 11
p.m. Prizes
will be
awarded to
the winning
band.
Tickets to
enter the
event will be
sold at the
door only:
$7 for
adults, $5
for students. For more information, call (734) 374-4033

Teen Wallyball Coming Soon
Friday night teen wallyball is coming soon to the Taylor
Recreation Center. Get some cheap, fun exercise and
hang out with friends.What more do you need? For more
information on dates and times, call (734) 374-4033.

Daddy-Daughter Dances
The City of Taylor’s annual Daddy-Daughter Dances
will be held February 12 at the William D. Ford
Senior Activity Center, 6750 Troy. The wonderful
Valentine’s Day-themed event for dads and their little
girls always sells out, so purchase your tickets early.
There will be one dance from 4 to 6 p.m. and a second dance from 7 to 9 p.m. The day includes dancing,
a corsage for the girls, a raffle, a keepsake photo and
light snacks. Tickets are $25 for a father/daughter pair
and $5 for each additional daughter. Purchase tickets
beginning January 10 at the Parks and Recreation Office at 22805 Goddard Road. For more information,
call (734) 394-3906.
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Downriver’s
Best
Recreation
Bargain
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The Taylor Recreation Center features Weight and Cardio Rooms,
Indoor Track, Racquetball, Handball, Wallyball, Indoor Golf Range,
Indoor Batting Cages, Dry Sauna and Showers, Pilates, Yoga,
Salsa, Aerobics, a Certified Personal Trainer and More.
Call for Daily Rates and Annual Memberships.

Taylor Recreation Center

22805 Goddard Road, Just West of Pardee • (734) 374-3901
Hours: 5 am to 10 pm Monday and Wednesday
5 am to 9 pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
7 am to 5 pm Saturday • 11 am to 2 pm Sunday
www.cityoftaylor.com/reccenter

What’s up at your
Taylor Rec Center?

Family Corner

INDOOR GOLF RANGE

Overnight Lock- in Parties: Sign up for a fun-filled overnight party at the Recreation Center for any Saturday
night, excluding holidays. Book times while they last.
Call (734) 374-3901.

Weather won’t let you play? Book your tee time today! Golfers must bring their own clubs. Anyone under 17 years old
must be accompanied by an adult. Call (734) 374-3901

Child Care: Child care is available at the Rec Center
from 9 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday and 5 to 8
p.m. Monday through Thursday.

INDOOR BATTING CAGES

Rates: The daily rate is $2. The monthly rate is $10,
which covers unlimited childcare for the month during
child-care hours. The yearly rate is $60, which applies
only to annual members and includes unlimited child care
during child-care hours

Does your team need somewhere to practice when the
weather is bad? Is it too cold outside? Call the Rec Center
to schedule practice time. Limited times are available.

WALK CLASS
The Rec Center is home to a non-impact, no “jumping”
cardio class designed to equal a three-mile walk ending in
a short conditioning/stretching segment. This class is perfect for new exercisers, individuals with joint problems, overweight participants or older students that may not be ready
for an advanced workout. For more info, call (734) 374-3901.

TODDLER PLAY GROUP AGES 2-4
A parent/toddler participation program that provides social
interaction as well as structured physical activity. Registration for this eight-week session is under way. Class begins
Nov. 22. For more info, call (734) 374-3901.

MASSAGE BY NANCY
Massage by Nancy is celebrating five years at the Taylor
Rec Center with an unbelievable November BOGO Special.
Buy a one-hour massage and the second one-hour massage is half price. Nancy is eager to meet your body care
needs with a variety of massage techniques. Do you suffer
from low back pain or tension in your neck and shoulders?
You’ll be amazed by what a “One-Hour Vacation” can do for
you! Call (734) 306-1093 or (734) 374-3901.

COURT RENTALS
All-you-can-play Racquetball Happy Hour is $5 per person
from 1 to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday December-February.

VIP Nights at the Rec Center: Starting in November,
the Taylor Recreation Center will offer a once-a-month
VIP night for individuals with special needs. For more
information call (734) 374- 3901.

TAYLOR DANCE
The Taylor Dance Program, now in its 44th year, offers
classes starting at age 2 in tiny tots program, pre-ballet,
ballet, tap, jazz/hip-hop and Hawaiian/Tahitian. The program
also features Taylor Extreme, an award-winning competitive pom/baton team. To register or learn more, visit the Taylor Recreation Center or call (734) 374-3904. For information
on the presentation of “The Nutcracker” by Taylor Dance’s
Ballet Americana, see Page 14.

Taylor Yoga
at the
Rec Center
Yoga is for Everyone “Take Time for Yourself”
Yoga can help with overall health, reduce stress,
increase energy and improve your sleep
Morning and Evening Classes  Drop-in Rate $8
www.TaylorYoga.com

Leisure Times
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Taylor Made for Athletics and Fun: Programs for All Ages
Racquetball Special

Basic Athletic Skills Camps

All you can play racquetball Friday afternoons at the Taylor
Recreation Center. All 5 courts will be designated for racquetball play. The $5 entry fee allows you to play from 2 to 6 p.m.
No reservation is needed. Bring a friend and receive a $1 discount.

Starting January 10, the City of Taylor will offer biweekly sports
camps dedicated to developing sports skills. Children ages 7
to 12 will learn the basic skills of basketball, baseball/softball,
floor hockey, dodgeball, kickball, golf and archery. Choose
one, two, three or all seven sessions. Discounts will be given
to those that register for multiple sessions. Check out
www.cityoftaylor.com for pricing and more information. Have
some fun, learn how to play great sports and sharpen your
skills for the next season.

Adult Men’s Basketball League
Coming back to Taylor this winter. Leagues are forming now.
$350 entry fee guarantees your team 16 games and entry into
the post-season tournament. League games will be played on
Thursday nights starting January 7 at a location to be determined. For more information or to register your team, please
call (734) 374-4013. The entry fee is due at the time of registration. No spots will be held without the fee.

SnowFest Softball Tournament
The SnowFest softball tournament will be played February 19
and 20 at Rotary Park in Taylor. The $150 entry fee includes
game balls, umpire fees and at least three games. The event
is open to teams in Men’s and Coed divisions. Call (734) 3744013 for more information.

Dodgeball Leagues for All Ages
Need a stress reliever? Play dodgeball! Recreation leagues
are forming for all ages. Visit www.cityoftaylor.com for more
information.

Spring/Summer Adult Softball Leagues
Start thinking Spring! Taylor’s 2011 adult softball season starts
May 1. Registration will be open March 1. Register at the
Parks and Recreation office at 22805 Goddard Road. Games
will be played at Rotary Park on Telegraph Road behind the
Michigan State Police Post and at Papp Park at the corner of
Wick and Westlake roads. Call (734) 374-3901 for more information on the upcoming season.

Mid-Winter Weeklong Day Camp
Coming back by popular demand for kids ages 7 to 12. Enjoy
a variety of sports, crafts and field trips. Program will be offered while students are out of school during their mid-winter
break. For more info call (734) 374-3901

Taylor’s Biggest Loser
Taylor’s “Biggest Loser” program has become a popular weight
loss program for the Downriver area. The program runs three
days a week for 12 weeks at the Taylor Recreation Center
with a certified personal trainer. Included are six nutrition
classes with a certified instructor, an aerobics class of your
choice per week and a Biggest Loser T-Shirt. Challenge 7
Starts February 1. Registration runs January 4-22 – and space
is limited. For more information, call (734) 374-3901.

Indoor Swimming at Hoover
Keep in shape or swim for leisure. Winter swim is now offered
at Hoover Middle School, 27101 Beverly Street. Open swim
hours are 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Senior swim
hours are 5 to 7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. Fall/Winter/
Spring Family Pool Passes can be purchased for $80 and
include two adults and two children under 18 years old. Additional children can be added at $20 per child. Passes are
sold at the Taylor Parks and Recreation Office at 22805 Goddard
Road. Daily drop-in rates are $3 per person — $2 per senior.

Cultural Arts Commission brings the Big Band Ball back to Taylor!
The Taylor Cultural Arts Commission and the Taylor Cultural Arts Foundation are bringing the big band ball back to Taylor!
“Swing into Spring – the Fifth Annual Big Band Ball” returns to Taylor on Saturday, March 26, 2011, at Taylor
Meadows Golf Club, 25360 Ecorse Road. The night includes a wonderful sit-down dinner, swing and big
band music performed by Larry Huntington and the Skyliners, a silent auction and more – including
displays and sales by local artists. Tickets are $45 per person for the full evening or $20 per person
for dessert and dancing only. Named event sponsorships and full table reservations are also available.
All proceeds are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. The Cultural Arts Foundation is the nonprofit 501©(3) fundraising arm of the Cultural Arts Commission and the night’s proceeds will benefit
programs and events like the commission’s scholarship program, Cruisin’ for the Arts, the Taylor
Community Chorus and much, much more. For more information, visit www.taylorarts.org or contact
the event co-chairs, Erin Dobbins at (734) 558-3228 for sponsorships and Sue Kuschel at Kuschel
Studios at (734) 287-6318 for tickets.
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Heritage Park Petting Farm

Taylor Sportsplex

OPEN YEAR-ROUND at 12803 Pardee Road at Northline Road

Operated Exclusively by Rink Management Services
13333 Telegraph Road, Just South of Northline Road
(734) 374-8900  www.taylorsportsplex.com

Winter Hours: Tues-Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Weekends 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(734) 374-5946  www.cityoftaylor.com/pettingfarm

Soccer

Winter Hours
Animals at the Heritage Park Petting Farm are always
looking to warm your heart and your hands by showing you
how friendly they are. Don’t let that cold weather stop you
from visiting the warm barn. The animals love to see friendly
faces in the winter when the weather forces everyone
indoors. The farm will be open during the winter Tuesday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

One of the most beloved holiday traditions will take place
again on Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 12. Santa
will visit the Petting Farm with his real reindeer both days
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Remember to bring your camera
so that you can take photos to capture that special holiday
moment. Stop in at the Visitor Center for some complimentary hot chocolate. Flutterby Faces will be there to paint
your little elf’s face for an additional fee. There will be free
crafts in the classroom and holiday music will fill the air.
Stocking stuffers will be available for purchase. For your
convenience, there will be a Reindeer Shuttle from the
Sheridan Community Center that will take you right up to
the doors of Petting Farm Visitor Center.

Party with the Animals
Are you looking for a new place to celebrate a child’s
birthday? The animals at the Heritage Park Petting Farm are
always ready for a party. This package is great for busy
parents and especially convenient for birthdays that fall
during the colder weather months. The Petting Farm provides two friendly party hosts, a barn tour for guests, pizza
and pop, party room use for two hours and a special gift for
your birthday child. Let the staff do all of the work – all you

Learn to Skate

INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSES

From tots to adults, and novice skaters
to future Olympians, the Taylor
Sportsplex has a skating class for everyone. Classes meet each Monday for
seven weeks, for the following sessions:

Classes are offered on Monday nights
throughout the Fall and Winter. Registration is $70 for a six-week session
and includes a TSX Soccer T-shirt for
every player!
Classes meet on Mondays for:
•Kiddy Kickers (ages 4-5), 4:15-5 p.m.
•Parent Tot (ages 3-4), 5:15-6 p.m.
•Upper 90 (ages 6-11), 6:05-6:55 p.m.

Reindeer Days

Shadow’s
Pet
Pantry
needs
your
support
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Natalie Justice and her family enjoy Reindeer Day.
have to do is bring the cake! The farm offers birthday parties
on Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 3 to 5
p.m. The staff even cleans up while you enjoy the company
of your guests. Remember that the farm hosts only one
party at a time, so your guests won’t get lost in the crowd.
For more information or to book a party at your desired date
and time, please call (734) 374-5946.

Celebrate Spring
Spring will be here before you know it! Celebrate Spring –
featuring the annual shearing of the sheep – will take place
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 16, 2011. Come
and watch as those big fluffy sheep slim down right before
your eyes. Think about the warm weather and welcome
back those birds, butterflies and flowers with free crafts in
the classroom. Staff will read spring stories and talk about
the change of seasons, along with presentations by other
special guests.

Shadow’s Pet Pantry, which provides dog food
and cat food at no cost to pets of needy families,
needs your support. The Taylor-based charity is
in the running for a $25,000 grant in the Pepsi
Refresh program, but needs lots of online votes
from Internet users to get selected.
Taylor resident Lois Nemeth originated Shadow’s
Pet Pantry in March and operates Heritage Bark
in Taylor’s Heritage Park. Hers is one of nearly
1,200 ideas under consideration for a grant in
the nationwide Pepsi program. Shadow’s Pet
Pantry is generally ranked in the top 25. Only
the top 10 vote-getters will receive $25,000 grants.

The pet pantry is named for Nemeth’s dog,
Shadow, who died in December. Nemeth works
with the clients of the Fish and Loaves Community Food Pantry, also based in Taylor. Fish and
Loaves provides food to needy people in Taylor
and five surrounding communities. As a service,
Nemeth talks to Fish and Loaves clients and
provides pet food so people can afford to keep a
beloved family dog or cat.
Since Nemeth started the program in March,
Shadow’s has provided pet food to more than
150 needy families, often relying on donations.
Winning a Pepsi Refresh grant would allow

Sessions are:
•November 1-December 6
•January 3-February 14
•March 21-April 25
YOUTH AND ADULT LEAGUES
•Fall – Through December 22
•Winter – January 2-March 5
•Spring – March 6-April 22
16 + DROP-IN SOCCER
Every Friday from 3 to 5 p.m.
FIELD RENTALS ARE AVAILABLE
FOR ALL SPORTS
Contact Ken Shingledecker at (734)
374-5838 for available days and times.

Emily Huddleston (center) has been playing soccer at the TSX for nine years.

Hockey
ADULT LEARN-TO-PLAY
AND SKILLS CLINICS
The TSX and Huron Hockey Schools
have teamed up to host clinics for players looking to take their game to the next
level. Skating, stickhandling, shooting
and goaltending are all part of the curriculum.
Contact AJ Walczak at (734) 374-5942
for more information on start dates, fees
and equipment requirements.
ADULT DROP-IN HOCKEY

•2010 Thanksgiving Soccer Challenge:
November 26-28

•Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10 a.m.
to Noon
•Friday evening 8:30 to 10 pm.
Times may change. Check out the
schedule online each month.

3-game guarantee for all teams

STICK AND PUCK

•2nd Annual Motor City Soccer Challenge: February 18-21

Offered weekly. For current days and
times, check out the Public Activities
Calendar at www.taylorsportsplex.com.

SOCCER TOURNAMENTS

40-minute games for all divisions
Nemeth to extend her charitable reach,
providing more food to more family pets.
“The need is so great,” said Nemeth,
who also volunteers as a city commissioner. “Fish and Loaves is overwhelmed with requests for food. They
have almost 5,000 families registered.
I’ve never turned anybody away. I’m
excited how much this $25,000 would
do for the community.”
Nemeth has operated Heritage Bark
since April 2005. The store is a gourmet dog treats bakery that also has an

array of dog collars, leashes and
candles. Heritage Bark is known for its
low prices. Treats start at 25 cents.
Nemeth said that it was at Heritage Bark
that she heard about needy families who
couldn’t afford to feed their pets, so she
formed Shadow’s Pet Pantry.
There are a couple ways to vote for
Shadow’s Pet Pantry. The easiest way
may be to visit the site directly and vote:
http://www.refresheverything.com/
shadowspetpantry. Registration takes
less than a minute. Those signed up

•Session 2 – Continues through Dec.13
•Session 3 – January 10-February 21
•Session 4 – March 21-May 2
The class schedule and description are
available at www.taylorsportsplex.com or
at the TSX pro shop counter.

Public Skating
TIMES AND DAYS
Noon to 2 p.m. Monday, Wednesday
and Friday
7 to 9 p.m. Friday
6:30-8:30 p.m. Saturday
ADMISSION
$5 Adults
$4 Students and Seniors
$2 Noon Skate (Noon to 2 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday only)
$2 Skate rental
Times are subject to change, please call
to confirm days and times.

Birthday Parties
For party information or reservations
contact Jennifer Campau at (734) 7348900, Ext. 4210 or
Jenniferc@taylorsportsplex.com.
can vote every day. They can even vote
under more than one e-mail address.
People can also vote from their mobile
phone. Text 101305 to Pepsi (73774).
Standard text messaging rates apply.
The top 100 finishers at the end of the
month roll over to the next month.
Those that finish lower than 100th place
must re-apply.

For more information about Shadow’s
Pet Pantry, contact Heritage Bark at
(734) 374-BARK.
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Senior News
Parties & Special Events
Celebrate your birthday with other seniors at the
monthly birthday bash from noon to 3 p.m. on the
last Thursday of each month at the Ford Senior
Center. Staff provides cake, ice cream and entertainment, including great music and karaoke. All you
have to do is show up ready for fun. Please RSVP to
the center a week ahead of time at (313) 291-7740.
The annual Christmas Party at the Senior Center is
set for 1 to 5 p.m. December 17. Tickets are $15
and must be purchased by December 10. No tickets
will be sold at the door. There will be a catered
dinner, a gift for everyone, door prizes and musical
entertainment provided by “Solitaire.”

Leisure Times

The William D. Ford Senior Activity Center offers unique
opportunities for fun, education and interaction among
seniors. The center is owned by the City of Taylor and
operated by the Department of Senior Services. The center is
located at 6750 Troy, west of Telegraph Road and north of
Ecorse Road. For more information, call (313) 291-7740.

Friends of the Ford
Senior Center News
The Friends of the Ford
Senior Center recently
purchased a Precor Four
Stack Weight Machine (left)
for seniors to use in the
center’s fitness room. There
is no need to move weights
around. Just slide the pin to
the proper weight limit and
get started.

Holiday Ham Fundraiser

The annual New Year’s Party at the Senior Center
is set for 1 to 5 p.m. January 6. Mike Wolverton and
his band will provide music. There will be a catered
dinner, poppin’ of the cork at the “midnight countdown,” streamers, confetti and non-alcoholic
champagne and other beverages. Tickets are $15
and must be purchased by January 3. No tickets
will be sold at the door

For your holiday dining
needs, why not try something from the Dearborn Brand
Sausage Company? Proceeds go to the Friends of the
Ford Senior Center, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that raises funds to provide additional programming for
seniors. Order forms are available at the front desk or on
the city website. Orders and money are due December 8.
The pick-up date is December 16.

Winter Class Schedule

Gift Cards Make Great Gifts

Registration for leisure time and recreational classes
begins January 3 and classes start the week of
January 10 at the Senior Center. Seniors can pick up
registration forms by December 29. Classes offered
at a special “senior rate” include oil painting, stained
glass, strength training, tai chi, computer, one stroke,
watercolor, quilting, line dancing, ballroom dancing
and more. Call (313) 291-7740 for more information.

The Friends of the Ford Senior Center are selling gift
cards, also known as Scrip. They are issued by local
retailers where many people already shop. You can use
them to purchase everyday items like food, clothing and
other essentials, or as gifts from specialty stores and
restaurants. With every purchase, you help earn revenue
for the Friends of the Ford Senior Center. If you are
interested in purchasing gift cards, please place your
order on an order form found at the front counter (or on
our website) and turn it in by the second Tuesday of the
month. Delivery will be by the following Monday.

Homestead Taxes Help
On Mondays only, beginning January 24, volunteers
at the Senior Center will again assist senior citizens
(65 years and older) and handicapped individuals with
homestead and home heating tax credits. This is by
appointment only! Call (313) 291-7740.

The Rest of the Story
For monthly updates on activities and more in-depth
details about the Senior Center, pick up a free copy
of the monthly newsletter at the center – or it’s just
$5 for a yearly subscription mailed to your home.

An Invitation to Play Games, Socialize and Eat!
Join in a game of cards, Scrabble, billiards or board
games or just to socialize each Wednesday at the Ford
Senior Center. The fun starts at 1 p.m. and goes until 4
p.m. The Friends of the Ford Senior Center sponsor
delicious food: tacos, nachos and cheese, soups, chili,
salads, fruit trays, cheese trays – and that’s just a sampling.

Leisure Times

Why are these
people smiling?
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Volunteers at the Ford Senior Center were honored with a special dinner on Nov.
10. Mayor Lamarand and the Senior Center staff thanks all volunteers, including
the Friends of the Ford Senior Center and commissioners. The center could not
function properly without you! To become a volunteer, call (313) 291-7740.

Taylor seniors combine for
45 medals in 2010 Olympics
Twenty-eight seniors representing the City of Taylor's
William D. Ford Senior Activity Center combined to win 45
medals during the 2010 Downriver Senior Olympics.
Patrick Wooley won six medals to lead Taylor seniors.
Mary Krzeczkowski won four medals -- the same four two
years in a row -- and three of them were gold. Elinor
Shanley also won four medals.
The City of Allen Park hosted the 25th annual games,
which rotate annually. Taylor hosted competition in darts,
ping pong and golf. Most events took place in Allen Park.
Others were held in Riverview and Wyandotte.
For photos from the event, visit the City of Taylor website
www.cityoftaylor.com and search for Senior Olympics.
Taylor medal winners included:
•Andres Carlos, gold in ping pong
•Becky Hodges, gold in ping pong; silver in euchre
•Carm Anderson, gold in golf longest drive
•Christie Stamper, gold in golf best ball scramble
•Dyanne Gendron, silver in golf best ball scramble
•Elinor Shanley, silver in pinochle; bronze in euchre, golf
best ball scramble and bowling

•Elizabeth Cody, silver in golf best ball scramble
•Ginger Abramczyk, gold in tennis
•Iris Howell, bronze in euchre and pinochle
•Jim Hodges, silver in euchre
•John Sterbenz, silver in basketball shoot; bronze in tennis
•Judy Koths, silver in bowling
•Mary Krzeczkowski, gold in softball throw, football throw
and bocce ball; bronze in ping pong
•Mary Stitt, gold in pinochle
•Melinda Hylton, gold in bowling
•Patricia Johnson, silver in shuffleboard; bronze in bowling
•Patrick Woolley, gold in golf longest drive; silver in softball
throw; bronze in football throw, soccer kick, ping pong and
golf best ball scramble
•Ray Johnson, gold in golf best ball scramble
•Rick Goodlow, bronze in soccer kick
•Robert Holder, silver in ping pong
•Robert Reynolds, silver in ping pong; bronze in darts
•Russell Shuryan, gold in ping pong
•Russell Turner, bronze in billiards
•Shirley Doom, gold in bocce ball
•Sue Fobar, bronze in shuffleboard
•Thomas Barbour, gold in ping pong; silver in darts
•Valinda Pudelek, silver in golf best ball scramble
•William Daniels, gold in ping pong

Senior transportation is a great deal!
Senior transportation within the City of
Taylor is available through the William
D. Ford Senior Activity Center.
Options include Dial-A-Ride service,
charter trips, trips of interest, pharmacy,
doctor appointments, banking and shopping. (Check the senior newsletter for
schedules.)

There is no charge for Dial-A-Ride, shopping, pharmacy and banking transportation services. The service also is available to and from the Senior Center for
lunch, classes, socializing or leaving on
a trip.
It is necessary to make Dial-A-Ride reservations for all services at least 24 hours

in advance by calling the Senior Center
at (313) 291-7740.
Bus transportation is available for doctor
appointments within the City of Taylor.
Travelers must be ready one hour before
their scheduled appointment. The bus will
pick you up at your residence and take
you home after your appointment. There
is a $2 fee for this service, which is available from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. weekdays.
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Leisure Times

Calendar of Events
More information on these items appears elsewhere in
Taylor Info and on the City of Taylor website,
www.cityoftaylor.com. Events are subject to change.
NOVEMBER
27 – Christmas Parade and Opening Day of Santa’s Magic Forest
27 – Holiday Tree Lighting and Sing-Along, Taylor Conservatory
27-28 – Santa’s Magic Forest
28 – Taylor Community Chorus Christmas Concert, Ford Center
DECEMBER
3-4 – Nutcracker, Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
3,4,5,10,11,12,17,18,19,20,21,22 – Santa’s Magic Forest
8 – Purchase Holiday Hams at Senior Center
11-12 – Reindeer Days at the Petting Farm
17 – Seniors Christmas Party, Ford Senior Center
18 – Used Book Sale, Heritage Park Log Cabin
18-19 – Breakfast with Santa, Lakes of Taylor and Taylor Meadows
21 – Winter Solstice Walk, Taylor Conservatory
23-24 – City Offices are Closed
25 – Christmas Day – Happy Holidays!
25 – Free Christmas Dinner, Ford Senior Center
30-31 – City Offices are Closed
31 – Taylor Conservatory Photo Contest Entry Deadline

JANUARY
1 – New Year’s Day – Happy New Year!
2 – Soccer League Play Begins, Taylor Sportsplex
3 – Registration for Senior Classes Begins, Ford Senior Center
3 – Soccer Classes Begin, Taylor Sporsplex
4 – Pavilion Rentals Begin
4 – Senior Cards On Sale
6 – Seniors New Year’s Party, Senior Center
7 – Adult Basketball League Starts
10 – Basic Athletic Skills Camps Begin, Taylor Recreation Center
10 – Senior Classes Begin, Ford Senior Center
10 – Learn to Skate Program Begins, Taylor Sportsplex
11 – Toddler and Preschool Storytimes Start, Taylor Library
15 – Used Book Sale, Heritage Park Log Cabin
17 – Martin Luther King Day – City Offices are Closed
26 – Monthly Craft Time, Taylor Community Library

FEBRUARY
1 – Taylor’s Biggest Loser Weight Loss Program Begins, Rec Center
12 – Daddy-Daughter Dances, Ford Senior Center
19 – Used Book Sale, Heritage Park Log Cabin
19-20 – Snowfest Softball Tournament, Rotary Park
21 – Presidents Day – City Offices are Closed
23 – Monthly Craft Time, Taylor Community Library
MARCH
1 – Compost Pickup Begins This Week
1 – Spring/Summer Adult Softball Registration Begins, Parks Office
6 – Soccer League Play Begins, Taylor Sportsplex
8 – Board of Review Meetings Begin, City Hall (By Appointment Only)
15 – Toddler and Preschool Storytimes Start, Taylor Library
19 – “Growing Great Gardens” Begins
19 – Used Book Sale, Heritage Park Log Cabin
21 – Soccer Classes & Learn to Skate Programs Begin, Sportsplex
23 – Monthly Craft Time, Taylor Community Library
26 – Big Band Ball, Taylor Meadows Golf Club

For a complete, up-to-date list of ongoing events
in the City of Taylor, visit www.cityoftaylor.com
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City of Taylor
Telephone Directory
In Emergencies Only, Dial 9-1-1
Main City Number: (734) 287-6550
Animal Shelter
(734) 374-1354
Apartment Inspections
(734) 374-1472
Assessor
(734) 374-1315
Building/Safety
(734) 374-1515
City Clerk
(734) 374-1474
City Council
(734) 374-1320
Community Center
(734) 374-4042
Community Development (734) 374-1366
Economic Development
(734) 374-2720
Fire Department
(734) 374-1355
Housing Commission
(734) 287-9460
Human Resources
(734) 374-1369
Lakes of Taylor Golf Club (734) 287-2100
Restaurant
(734) 287-9001
Banquets & Outings (734) 287-1655
Library
(734) 287-4840
Mayor’s Office
(734) 374-1449
Ordinance Enforcement
(734) 374-1470
Ordinance Hotline
(734) 374-0100
Parks and Recreation
(734) 374-3906
Petting Farm
(734) 374-5946
Planning and Zoning
(734) 374-1572
Police Department
(734) 287-6611
Public Relations
(734) 374-1447
Public Works
(734) 374-1373
Recreation Center
(734) 374-3901
Senior Services
(313) 291-7740
Special Events
(734) 374-5753
Taylor Connection
(734) 955-3744
Taylor Hills Compost Site
(734) 284-7197
Taylor Meadows Golf Club (734) 287-2100
Restaurant
(734) 287-9002
Banquets & Outings (734) 287-1633
Taylor Sportsplex
(734) 374-8900
Treasurer’s Office
(734) 374-1488
23rd District Court
(734) 374-1334
Villages of Taylor
(734) 941-6234
Water Department
(734) 374-1363
Other Important Community Numbers
U.S. Post Office, Taylor
(734) 946-4863
Taylor School District
(734) 374-1200
Wayne County Airport Noise (734) 942-3222
Mich Dept of Transportation (313) 375-2400
City of Taylor Web Site www.cityoftaylor.com
City of Taylor E-mail
taylornews@aol.com
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From Taylor to Iraq and back
Sgt. 1st Class Ken Schneider displays a City of Taylor flag that accompanied the
Taylor-based 777th Military Police Detachment of the Michigan Army National
Guard to Iraq. City Council Chairwoman Cheryl Burke and Mayor Jeffrey P.
Lamarand accept the flag, which flew over Saddam Hussein’s former “Victory
over America” Palace in Baghdad and was on display in the MP offices. The
presentation took place on Veterans Day. For more, see www.cityoftaylor.com.
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